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Being an epiſele prefaratory, admonitory, and 
dedicatory, addreſſed to many . who will 
approve, but more who will diſapprove 
of this book, from the Editor—and ff 


of the loft 


HOUGH prefaces are often detri- 
mental, to the pleaſure the reader 
expects to receive, from the peruſal of 
books of entertainment, frequently de- 
ſtroying the ſatisfaction reſulting from 
that attentive curioſity, (the raiſing and 
gratifying of which is the principal, and 
too often the ſole benefit to be reaped from 
ſuch temporary unſubſtantial works) by 
an anticipating information of what it is; 
yet in the preſent caſe, to obviate the 
diſappointment which may befall many 
B a fair 
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a. fair angel, who unawares- may- * 
a tete - a- tete with the Silver Devil; 


may not be amiſs to ſay what it is not. 


The various claſſes of readers are ſo nu- 


merqaus, that to diſcriminate them would 
take up more room and time than we 
can allow. Suffice it to ſay, the end pro- 
poſed by all is individually the fame— 


to be entertained. But while this is 
the grand object, there may be ſame col la- 
teral, and more important advantages arĩſ- 


ing therefrom, beſides the inſtructions 


contained in a work itſelf, which incul- 
cates a knowledge of mankind, whether 


true, or only the production of inventive | 


fancy, provided it is natural; ſor the lat- 
ter can only be pernicious in its effects 
where it tends to a miſtepteſentation of = 
man nature, whereby 5 outhare miſled, and 


- induced to expect it different from what 


hey, will n. And this will be the caſe 


whether 


o 
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whether ſhe is deſcribed more favourably, 
or diſadvantageouſly, than ſhe deſerves; 
in the firſt inflance, they will be miſerably 
diſappointed, in the expectations of ex- 
cellence with which they will never meet, 
and in the ſecond, they will imbibe a 
degree of miſanthropy, which willotcafion 
them to ſee every thing through the me- 
dium of diſapprobation and diſguſt. Ex- 
cluſive of this, where theſe kind of per- 
formances do not too much engroſs the 
mind, they may certainly be ſerviceable to 
thoſe, whoſe avocations are of ſuch a na- 
ture as to leave many heavy hours on 
their hands, and who have not a capacity, 
or education to reliſh thoſe of a nature 
more ſolid and abſtruſe; while thoſe 
who have no employment, and yet are 
from particular circumſtances con ſtrath&d 
to ſubmit to an irkſome confinement, ma 
beguile the tedious time which 4 

B 2 other- 
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otherwiſe be ſpent in vain repinings at 
their ſolitary fate. Others again whoſe 
| Gnances will not permit them to partake, 
ſo often as they could wiſh, of recreations 
abroad, may think themſelves happy they 
can, for a ſmall expence, furniſh them- 
ſelves with amuſement at their homes. 
To our fair ſtudents then, we now ad- 
dreſs ourſelves, of every denomination ; 
from ber of ton, who while ſhe is de- 
tained two hours in the now neceſſary, 
but lamentable, diſtortion of all that is 
viſible of one of her moſt beautiful o1na- 
ments, under the hands of a fellow, who, 
on any other occaſion, ſhe would be ap- 
prehenfive, would defile her ſimple ſt 
beauty by a ſingle touch, peruſes the pro- 
duce of her circulating literary fund; to 
her who takes it up, when her miſtreſs 
fallys forth, to treat the public with a diſ- 
tant view of thoſe charms, her dreſſer nearly 
3d | ſcanned 
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ſcanned before, with her right hand rock - 
ing the cradle, while her left ſome mo- 
dern Pamela contains, fraught with in- 
ſtructions how to obtain a cradle of her 
oven on honourable terms, and eke the 
ſmiling dormant inhabitant within; it 
is you we think it incumbent on us to 
inform, that in the following pages you 
will find No croſs papa with his Phenix 
of a daughter, ſo beautiful, mild, bene» * 
volent, dutiful, in ſpite of perſecution, 
who, when ſhe is diſtreſſed, prefers ſtarving 
in a garret on the miſerable pittance ſhe 
earns, by painting fan-mounts, to afflu. 
ence with a man, who does not, in her 
opinion, equal another, that has treated 
her with contempt.— No heroine who 
moſt heroically revenges herſelf upon 
herſelf, for the ſuppoſed. infidelity of her 
lover, and foregoing the pleaſures ſuit- 
able to her age, mortifies in the country 
B3 | by 
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by a conſtant round of viſits, among the 
ditty inhabitants of a dirty village, im- 
merſed in medicines, beggary, and ſalves. 
No fprained ancles, convenient hofpt- 
table cottages, neat old women, with their 
woriderful daughters, harpfichords, books, 
&c.—No friends at firſt fight, with the 
friends of friends, and their extraordinary 
acts of friendfhip, from whom you are to 
endure a triple recital of the fame dull, 
ſtupid, improbable, unintereſting fact, 
while' your imagination is to be chained 


| to the foot of the poftman, who carries 


| the important intelligence from miſs to 
miſs.—No counterpart lover for this un- 
parallelled belle, who ſtops by his fingle 

_ Interpoſition, a coach and runaway horſes 

in its full career, or plunges into the 
water, to extricate perſons whom he never 
faw' before. No duels wherein the pro- 
per party always * anonymous 
| letters 
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letters ſure of detection, uncles dead in 
the firft volume, forgotten in the ſecond, 
with their reſurrection in the third; con- 
venient deaths of miſmatched couples to 
accomodate the hero and heroine of the 
flimſy tale, with the reſt of that prepoſte- 
rous maſs of incredible traſh, with which 
the monthly preſſes groan. Ye there. 
fore who delight in ſuch abſurdities 
wear not out your pattens in trotting - 
to the ſhop for this publication ; it will 
not do; for though you will find love 
therein, it is confined too much within 
the bounds of probability, to ſuit your 
taſtes, and though it is the adventures of 
an inhabitant of the nether world, the mat- 
ter recorded therein (ſeldom the caſe with 


modern tales) ſayoureth for you too much 
of this. - WE (5155: 


Not that we would be underſtood, here= 
by to mean an indiſcriminate rebroba- 
tion 
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tion of all the novels which are publiſh 
ed. There are many admirable perform- 
ances which may come under the ſame 
denomination, ſuch as—The Undutiful 
Daughter, The Journey to London, or 
Memoirs of the Selby Family, with many 
others which afford moſt excellent leſſons, 
and point out the dangerous quickſands, 
on which the light and full canvaſſed bark 
of juvenile expectation often ſtrikes. Alſo 
ſuch are the Benevolent and Amicable 
Quixot, Gabriel Outcaſt, &c. with the 
works of Mrs. Brooke, Miſſes Burney, 
Lee, Reeve, &c. which do honour to their 
ſex, and develope the feelings of che hu- 
man heart. It has of late been the cuſ- 
tom to ſingle out ſome hiſtorical anecdote, 
and work it into an epiſtolary novel. 
But as there are very few political per- 


ſonal facts, which afford ſufficient matter 


for the quantity of paper to be fillel, 
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the deficiency has in many caſes been 
ſupplied by a number of ſuperfluous ſenti- 
mental unintereſting letters; inſomuch that 
there is an inſtance of a cataſtrophe being 
told four times over, before the conclu- 
ſion of the work, which at laſt is left but 
incomplete; nor have ſuch letters for the 
moſt part, the merit of ſhewing how dif- 
ferent diſpoſitions are affe cted by the 
ſame event, as they are generally a re- 
petition of lamentations or rejoicings, 
mere variations of alaſſes! ohs! and abs! 
One of the beſt hiſtorical novels yet ex- 
tant is that of Perkin Warbec, wherein 
ſome intrigues of ſtate are laid open and 
enlarged upon, in a ftyle which plainly 
ſhews the ability of the writer; while it 
excites the attention of the reader, and 
gives him the higheſt pleaſure from the 
beginning to the end. But the maſter- 


piece of this claſs is the Receſs, in 
which . 


/ 
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which Miſs Lee has ſo combined truth 
and fiction, that though ſhe has had re- 
courſe to a creation of her own, bringing 
forwards perfons and events whoſe exiſt- 
ence never could be proved; it is done 
with ſuch admirable addreſs, growing, as 
it wete, out of well known hiſtorical fate, 
(which receive an additional beauty from 
her pen) that nothing of the kind to equal 
it, bas ever yet been ſeen, nor perhaps 
any thing to exceed it, hereafter will ap- 
8 | 


To attempt the promotion of virtue by 


= jnconfilient and prepoſterous tales is in- 


juring her cauſe, repreſenting men and 
things different from what they are in 
real life. For when thoſe who undergo. 
a temporary deception, arrive (ſometimes 
by fatal experience) at the knowledge of 
the truth, they will be too apt to run into 


the 
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the oppoſite extreme, and finding human 
nature not ſo perfect, when they compare 
the incidents of life with the pious trum- 
pery they read, they will not give her 
credit for the virtues ſhe may really claim. 
Thus the dam of illufion being removed, 
the current of paſſion ſweeps all before it, 
and the force of its operations will be, in 
proportion to the colouring of thoſe miſ- 
repreſentations, with which they have 
been deceived, through volumes of exag · 
gerated character and celeſtial love, end- 
ing in a miraculous union, the grand ob- 
ject of nine novels out of ten, and which 
few authors venture either to deviate from, 
or go beyond; or if they do, it is general- 
ly to exhibit ſame overſtrained unnatural 
conduct in the marriage ſtate, and ſhew 
the huſband and wife, acting in thoſe cha- 
racters, with equal abſurdity, they did in 
thoſe of the fantaſtic miſtreſs and her filly 
Main. 


We 
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We will now beſpeak the favour of 
readers of a different claſs, and endeavour 
to intereſt them in our behalf, by a ſhort 
$ recital of the many perils we have en- 

coufitered, for the entertainment of ſuch 
as we ſhall be fortunate enough to enter- 
tain. And when they come to under- 
ſtand that we have been near ſuffering 
| ſhipwreck, confined in a foreign goal, 
narrowly evaded the gallows, with other 
bair breadth eſcapes for this laudable 
purpoſe, we doubt not gratitude will in- 
duce them to view our imperfections with 
a lenient 20 and . us where they 


can, 


Lite wes 4 "PC * 8 


Having occaſion to take a journey as far 
as Canterbury, and being in want of a tra- 
velling trunk for the purpoſe, I purchaſed 
one in Long Acre, and as I was depoſiting 
my.apparel. therein, I. found it was lined 
| with 


LP 
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with a manuſcript, written in a very crab- 
bed, and uncommon hand. Curiofity, 
prompted me, to ſpend the intermediate 
time, while I was waiting for ſome {Bigg 
in en deavouring to decipher the contents; q 
which having with infinite trouble at laſt 
performed, I was actuated with an inſur- 
mountable inclination, or rather rage, to 
obtain the reſt. For this purpoſe I ran 
to the trunk- maker, and entered into a 
treaty with him, for ſo much of the re- 
mainder as was in his poſſeſſion. T his 
was rather an expenſive buſineſs, as . 
was obliged to purchaſe nine new trunks, 
and pay for the lids and linings of ſeven 
more. The vehicle maker in perfect good 
humour with me, from the unuſual bar- 
gain we had made, then informed me, 
that about two hours before I came to th 
his ſhop, he had ſold ſeveral large caſes 


and boxes, to ſome. French gentlemen, 
8 who 
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who had ſet off immediately for Calais; 
as this was the road I was going, I de- 
termined to proceed, and try if I could 
not get an opportunity to copy the 
linings, with leave of the proprietors, or 
their ſervants, having engaged him in the 
mean time to recover as much of the ma- 
nuſcript as he could, for which I agreed 
to pay him by the page. I then ſet off, 
and having diſpatched my concerns at 
Canterbury, proceeded with the utmoſt 
ſpeed to Dover, and arrived juſt as 
the object of my purſuit had quitted the 
pier; I was therefore obliged to embark 
in another packet boat, and landed at 
Calais, in a quarter of an. hour after it; 
whether that my mind being ſo engroſled, 
with the purpoſe of my voyage, occa- 
ſioned ſuch an inattention to what was. 
tranſacting on board, that I. was totally 
abſoi bed, in the contemplation of the 


methods 
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methods I ſhould purſue to gain my ends, 
I attracted the notice of the paſſengers, I 
cannot ſay, but I ſoon found myſelf re- 
garded during the paſlage, by the reſt of 


the paſſengers, in a very unfavourable 
light, as one of deep deſign, (particularly 


by ſome Frenchmen) and engaged in ſome 
affair, of no commendable ſort ; to mend 
the matter, on my diſcovery of this, I 
thought it neceſſary to rouſe myſelf, and 
enter into converſation, but ſtill intent 


on my favourite object, I made ſome par- 
ticular and cloſe enquiries, concerning 


the French paſſengers 1 in the other boat, 
who were perſons. of the firſt diſtinQion, 
and ſtrong Anti-Revolutidniſts ; ; in con- 
ſequence of this, I was obſerved with 
a ſuſpicious eye, by all parties, on our 


landing on the quay, and every action 
watched, whence I immediately repaired 
to the Cuſtom-houſe ; conſcious of the 

4 C 2 innocence 
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innocence of my deſigns, I paid no re- 
gard to obſervations, too particular to 
efcape my notice; and inſtead of being 
more circumſpec̃t in my Jemeanour, I 
was imprudent enough to apply to a ſer- 


| _ vant of the French paſſengers, (chcir 


rank precluding all application to them- 
ſely es) for leave to copy ſomething on the 
inſide of the trunks, which had juſt been 
opened by the Cuſtomhouſe officers, for 
which I offered a handſome gratuity. As 
I ſpeak very bad French, I make no doubt 
1 expreſſed myſelf ſo badly, as to render 
myſelf obnoxious at this critical juncture. 
The valet ſtaring in my face and exclaim- 
ing Sacre Dieu, diſappeared in a twink- 
ling, but preſently returned with a file 
of ſoldiers, by whom I was immediately 
ſeized and ſafely lodged in the town jail. 
The next morning I appeared before the 
governor, where the man formally de- 

5 | poſed 


PREFACE. xix 
poſed, that 1 had offered beaucoup de 
guinea to induce him to let me copy the 
papers in his maſter's trunks, with an 
intent ſans doute to betray the contents 


to the inſurgents, againſt the power of 


the crown, (of which it happened there 
were ſeveral of a very important nature) a 


erime, which nothing but a halter could 


expiate in France. I now ſtood in a very 
dangerous predicament; it was with the 


utmoſt difficulty I could get heard by an 


interpreter, when on explaining my in- 
tentions, and producing ſome of the un- 
uſed manuſcript; which I had procured 
of the trunk-maker, and brought with 
me to amuſe myſelf, in deciphering, and 
which exactly correſponded with the 
character on the lining of the trunks and 
caſes, I was releaſed ; but this was not all, 
it moſt fortunately happened, that the 


principal perſon of the company was a 


C 3 ſcientific 
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ſcientific nobleman, and a collector of 
ratities of every denomination ; he there- 
fore very politely offered, (and prevailed 
with his companions to do the ſame) to 
give me an opportunity of copying what 
1 pleaſed, requeſting if I could compleat 
the book in my reſearches, to have it 
tranſmitted to him, (a requeſt I would 
gladly comply with, but he is not ca- 
pable of reading it, having met with an 
accident, which deprived him of his head) 
1 therefore went to work, and the gen- 
tlemen having occaſion to wait at Calais 
a week, I was ſupplied with a trunk at 
a time, emptied ſor the purpoſe, and 
finiſhed my tranſcripts before the day 
allotted for their departure had arrived, 
after which I re-embarked for England, 
when we met with ſuch a violent gale of 
wind in the paſſage, it was with the ut 
moſt difficulty, we made our native land, 


ſeveral 
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© ſeveral leagues diſtant from our deſtined 
port. On my arrival in London the firſt 
place I went to, was the trunk-maker, 
| who had been ſo diligent in my abſence, 
as to recover almoſt the whole of the ma- 
nuſcript, but all endeavours to find the 


author proved ine ffectual, nor could we 
diſcover whether he was alive or dead.; 
E:- 1 was I to tell you the hiſtory of my pro- 
* greſs in ſearch of the remainder, it would 
of itſelf make ſeveral volumes, according 
7 'to the preſent mode of compilation, I was 
8 once very near embarking for America, 
it three times obliged to comply with ava- 
d ncious demands of ſordid pawn-brokers, 
y beſides a variety of preſents to chimney- 
I, ſweepers, paltry.cooks, grocers, and o- 
3, ther ſhop-keepers, who had enveloped 
of their goods, in the mutilated ſheets of 
t- the object of my ſearch; and laſt lord 
d. mayor's day, imprudently ruſhing into 


al 2 | the 
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the kitchen at the manſon « houſe, I 
ſnatched off fix of my beſt chapters, con- 
demned to be roaſted by a briſk fire, on 
the revolving magiſterial haunches, as 
preſervatives of fat : So daring an aQ, 
againſt the inteſtinal welfare of the ſtate; 
was. ſure to exaſperate all concerned, 
accordingly the cook brandiſhing a long 
knife, immediately prepared to revenge 
the diſarrangement I had cauſed in his 
. culinary ſyſtem, and the depredations I 
had made on his convivial art. But tho' 
furrounded by twenty myrmidons, I ſaved 
myſelf under the protection of a ſſtield, 
which tho' not a thouſandth part ſo big, 
as the ſevenfold ſhield of Ajax, was in- 
finitely ſuperior in its defenſive powers, 
as it not only preſerved me from my ad- 
verſary 8 blows, but even diſarmed him 
ſoon of his inclination to do me hurt; 
for on the diſplay of a ſingle guinea he 
con- 
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condeſcended to hold an amicable parley, 
when ordering his troops to halt, we 
entered into a conference ; the event of 
which was, I was ſuffered on depoſiting 
another crown for the benefit of his ſub- 
alterns, unmoleſted to vacate his garriſon, 
regaled with a meſs of admirable gala 
ſoup, in full poſſeſſion of my greaſy prize. 
This was the laſt trouble J encountered, 
the benefit of which you are now about 
to reap, tho' I do not think you are yet in 
the poſſeſſion of the whole, which having 
aclue to go by, I ſhall endeayour to obtain. 
Poſſibly you may think, I have been at 
much pains to little purpoſe, but hope 
you will take into conſideration, the great 
fatigue and expence I have undergone ; 
eſpecially if it ſhould for a few hours, 
beguile you of that temporary apathy, 
to which we are all liable, and againſt 
which the ſtrength of reaſon is often op- 
poſed 
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poſed in vain, and the armour of philo- 


ſophy an ineffectual defence. Nor are 
we without hope, of accompliſhing this 


deſirable end of all our labours, being 
thereto encouraged by the great variety 
of matter herein contained; and the elu 


cidation of certain tranſactions, both of 
a private and public nature, which, 


though known in general, have never 
been ſo particularly, : and accurately deli- 
neated before. 
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SILVER DEVEL 
CHAP. 1. 

Being an introductory one.— Argal makes hs 


firſt appearance with ſome very unfavour- 
able marks of diſtinction. 


N a back garret, at one of the worſt 
houſes, in one of the narroweſt lanes 


near Houndſditch, occaſionally reſided 
two of the diſciples of Moſes, Meſlieurs 
Shadrack Solomons and Abednego Ma- 
naſſes. A ſorry bed, two old arm chairs, 
and a ſlrong oak table, compoſed the 
furniture of the room; ; to the latter was 
fixed a large vice, near. the chimney was 8 
an anvil, on one fide of which was a 


ſtrong 
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wa 


f agg pair of ſheers, and in the corner 


ſtood a large crucible. It was in the 


month of November about five o'clock 
in the evening, when the wretched inha- 
bitants of this wretched apartment, were 
ſeated on each fide of the table, on which 
lay a couple of files, a giaver, a ſmall 


quantity of gold duſt, two pair of ſcales 


of different dimenſions, a pot of porter, 
ſome bread and cheeſe, with pipes and 
tobacco ; they ſeemed to be fitting in 
ſilent expe ctation of ſome company. 
while they whiffed in concert, making 
periodical applications to the proviſion 
which lay, before them, regarding each 


other at intervals with a moſt horrid 
; opliquity of countenance, which threat- 
ened to be productive of ſome argument, 
on which they were both equally de- 


firous, but afraid to enter; at length 
4 "Solomons Enocking the aſhes out of 
his 
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his exhauſted pipe, opened the conifer. 
ence.— It does not ſignify talking, Ma- 
naſſes, I can ſtand it no longer, I muſt 
break. ; — If y you break, Mr. Solomons, 
whatis to become of me You muſt 
break too.” — © That cannot be, you 
know, I broke laſt month,” — Then 
you muſt be burnt out—But bark, I hear 
ſome of the People coming. It is little 
Sam, with ſome goods. The uſual fig- 
nal being made, the door opened and 
faſtened again, there went up to the table, 
without any ceremony, a little ſquat fel- 
| low, wrapped up in a looſe great coat, 
which, throwing open, diſplayed a great 
variety of pockets in the lining, out of 
which he took a ſilver mug, four table 
ſpoons, a ſilver cream-Jug, a fiſh trowel, 
two ſilver ſalts, a caſe of ſurgeon's inſtru- 


ments, with three filver watches. 
D Theſe” 
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Theſe goods . (except the latter) were 
weighed by Shadrack, and by him hand- 
ed to Abednego, who, after they had 
gone through the operation of the ſheers, 
threw them intothe crucible : the watches 
were carefully examined by the former, 


the graver was applied to transform the | 
name of one of them, a new dial plate 
was affixed, while the caſes of the other 
two were multiplied into a. variety of 
pieces, by the ſheers, and the works thrown. 
into a box that ſerved as a receptacle for 
ſuch ſuperfluous commodities, Little | 
Sam then received the wages of his in- 
| duſtry by weight, according to the previ- 
ous covenant between him and the gentle- a 
men undertakers in ſuch caſes made and 
provided, Hitherto the buſineſs had been S 
tranſaQed with ſilent expedition, which 
was at length broke by Mr. Solomon, who | 
aſked.— if there was a thing more * 
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to which Sam (after repleniſhing his box 
out of the diſh upon the table) replied— 
No, but if he could ſpeal with any thing, 
they ſhould ſee him again, and was de- a6 
parting, when flopping ſuddenly and be 
ſeeming to recolle ct himſelf — Hold,” 
ſays he, here is a damned crown which 
wont paſs, you may as well throw it into 
the ſmelting pot, and give me what you 
pleaſe, I don't like the looks of it, beſides 
landlord (Who is a ſcholar, and under- 
ſtands theſe matters) ſays as how its 
omalous to keep it in my pocket.“ On 
this he threw it down, and receiving three 
ſhillings worth of halfpence in exchange, 
departed to exerciſe his dexterity in the 
way of his Profeiion. 


8 wing: gone, the len funding at 

the table, their eyes were in the ſame in- 

18 nt, attracted by ſome extraordinary 
D 2 marks 


24 and by certain infignis well known to 


marks on the crown, no leſs on account 
of the ſubje&, than the uncommon beauty 
of the engraving, which was of ſuch ex- 
Auiſite workmanſhip, that it would have 
baflled the {kill of the moſt-eminent artiſt 
to have excelled it, It had been refuſed 
at ſeveral ſhops, where Sam had offered 
it, asd it operated too forcibly on his 
fenſations, (for he vas in ſome caſes a man 

of fine feelings) to lock on it with total 
unconcern, nor indeed was the ſenſibility 
of the Leyites entirely unaffefted thereby. 
At repreſented a man pendant on a gihbet, 


che inſpectors, the mal efactor appeareũl to 
be a member of the Synagogue. In a 


flent mixture of horror at the ſubject, and 


admiration at the performance, for ſome 
minutes they contemplated it, locking 
5 altetnately at the engraving, and at each 
. with a moſt * ' ſcrutinizing eye, 
Sara 4 while 
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while they ſeemed ſtruck with a conſcious 
retroſpeRion. of ſome, paſt tranſactions, 
the recollection of which were on this 
occaſion particularly diſagreeable, being 
cloſely connected with, and preliminary 
to a cataſtrophe, ſimilar to that repreſent- 
ed on the crown. At length Mr. Solo- 
mons looking earneſtly in his partner's 
face — I think, Abednego, ſaid, he, it 
has a very full beard. - Tes, ſays the 

other, certainly, and that full beard you 


mention, is allo very picked, (returning 
the keen glances of Shadrack) Pick- 
ed, retorted Solomons, may be fo, 
there is alſo a wart upon the cheek. 
© Ard a ſcar under the left eye,“ rejoined 
Manaſſes.---* Why what the devil,“ ſays 
Shadrack, (while his eyes began to roll, 
and his liver-coloured complexion ſeemed 

to yield to a feint ſuffuſion of red,) © you 
do not mean to infinuate ?“ Not at all, 
D 3 2: 
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Mr. Solomons, nor you don't mean to 
faggeſt ?'.--" Not in the leaſt, Mr. Ma- 
naſſes, not in the leaſt,” By this mutual 
and timely conceſſion, and reciprocal diſ- 
avowal of ideas which it was very plain 
each of them ſtrongly entertained, the kind- 
ling embers of rectimination were extin- 
guiſhed, A little further, and the bond 
of good fellowſhip bet ween theſe fellow- 
labourers had been broken in twain, and 
the claſps which faſtened the convention 
of amity had been in the ſame predica- 
ment as the filver in the crucible, liqui- 
fied by the flames of animoſity, to the 
utter diſſolution of the partnerſhip ſubſiſl- 
ingbetween Meſſieurs Shadrack Solomons, 
and Abednego Manaſles, refiners, filver- 


5 Tmiths, money-mongers, coin-Iweatets, 


dealers in teas, rum and brandy, ex- 
porters of old cloaths, receivers ol ſtolen 
ee Ke. Kc. IG knowing if they 
quarrelled 
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quarrelled, they muſt, (like man and wife) 
immediately make it up again, or it would 
ſoon appear they had both been in the 
wrong: they ſtopped ſhort on the brink 
of a dangerous precipice, and inſtinctively 
ſenſible that the beft way to reſtore peace, 
was to deſtroy the cauſe of diſſention, 
he who was neareſt to the chimney, toſſed 
it towards the crucible, but it fell ſhort, 
and ſtriking on the edge, rolled back 
again, Three times did they try, and 
three times did they fail in their attempts 
to commit it to the flames. At length 
Manaſſes, enraged at what he thought a 
repeated omen of impending fate, ſnatch- 
ing it up in a paroxiſm of rage exclaimed, 
Hence thou execrable type of mortal 
infamy, more baleful to mine eyes, than 
is the Nazaritiſh ſign, hence, and periſh 
in the fire, and as thy ſubſtance melts, ſo 
may 1 Chriſtian ſoul of the accurſed 
wretch 
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wretch who firſt conceived and executed 


thee, diſſolve in everlaſting flames. 
With which he roſe and threw it with 
violence into the pot upon the fire, when 
preſently the ſound of feet was heard upon 
the ſtairs, at which the Jews. betrayed 
marks of the utmoſt apprehenſion, when 
a hollow voice, which ſeemed to come 
ſrom the . crucible, pronounced The 
beards of the deſcendants of Abraham ſhall 


not be defiled.” At the ſame inſtant, they 


* * * # E 8 


with their apparatus were enveloped with 
a xaporeus miſt, which rendered them 


totally inviſble to the officers of the po- 
lice, who ſoon broke open the door, in 
conſequence of an information they had 


received at the public office, of certain 
ſuſpicious appearances in the conduct of 


the Levites, who now almoſt petrified 


with fear, and aſtoniſhed at what they had 
heard, yet to find themſelyes ſafe, - had 


. re- 
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retired to a corner of the room, nor could 4 
they ſcarcely believe themſelves delivered . 
from the hands of the Philiſtines, who, | 
thinking the birds were flown, - retreated - * 
without further ſearch. In the mean- 8 
time, a {mall column of black ſmoke iſſued 
from the crucible, bending towards the 
table, which by degrees contracted itſelf 
to a point, gradually diſperſed, and the 
crown dropt thereon, to the great aſtoniſh» 
ment of the beholders, who viewed the 
whole proceſs, of this phænomenon with 
a mixture of terror and diſmay ; hen the 
lame voice which had announced their 
| ſafety, addreſſed them as follows.--»* Lib- 
ten, O ye children of Iſrael, to the 
tongue of your deliverer, let the words 
which he ſhall utter fink deep into the re- 
ceſſes of your hearts, ſuffer them to be 
mollified by what he ſhall relate. 80 
may your en be crowned with ſuc- | 
nm 5 
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ceſs, may the fleſh- pots of Egypt again 
regale your noſtrils, the portion of your 
forefathers be encreaſed an hundred fold, | 
and yourſelves enabled to return, laden 
with the abundance of Chriſtian ſpoil, to 
the land flowing with milk and honey. 


CHAP. II. 
He gives an Account of humſe V. Appears in 
a political Light, and engages in the Ser- | 
vice of the Pope. . 


T AM the demon Aſhtaroth, condemn- 

ed by the inevitable decrees of fate, 

to ſuffer for the apparent negle& of which 
1 was not guilty; On the demiſe of a 
certain Proteſtant ſovereign, the princes 
of darkneſs, ever intent to enlarge the ex- 
tent of their domain, and that influence 
which had ſo long predominated, in the 
reign of an inhuman ſanguinary predeceſ- 
| 199 but had afterwards ſuffered great 
N diminution, 
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diminition, conceived hopes of encreaſing 
the former, and re-eſtabliſhing the latter 
on the acceſſion of a weak and indolent 
ſucceſſor, born as he was of parents (and 
ruled by a favourite) who were .of the 
ſame religion, which had involved, the 
empire in diſgrace, lighted up the fires 
of ſuperſtition, and overwhelmed the 
country with tyranny and deſolation. To 
eſtabliſh their kingdom on a permanent 
and ſure foundation, revive the days of 
fire and faggot, for the future emolument 
of their favorite Antichriſt the Pope, 

they concluded nothing could be more 
 effeQual, than to give the heir apparent a 
conlort, from a land of bigotry and fana- 
taciſm. For this purpoſe Moloch himſelf 
came to Rome and ſuggeſted to his Ho- 
lineſs, the idea of a match between him 
and the daughter of a catholic houſe;: aſ- 
ets for that purpoſe. the form of a 
; ; deceaſed 


ment was formerly kept up; there were 
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deceaſed cardinal of the conclave, in 


whom Gregory had greatly confided, and 


Ander his ſemblance he appeared in a 


viſion to the ſovereign pontiff. The Pope, 
who wanted littte inducement to eſpouſe 
#plan which promiſed ſuch advantages to 
the Holy See, entered into conſultation 


with the council, and it was reſolved,. that 


their emiffaries ſhould be inſtructed to 


forward the ſcheme, and to diſpoſe the 


ſovereign to acquieſce. It is neceſſary to 
obſerve, that though the empire hall vith- 
drawn all allegiance to the Papal throne, 


there were an infinite number of its 


ſtaunch adherents, who, taking advantage 


of a political toleration, which has ever 
fubſiſted in that nation, lived in hopes of 
ſome fortunate event, to reſtore the king- 
dom of Antichriſt. With this view, a 


ſecret arrangement of eceleſiaſtic govern- 


nominal 
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nominal dignitaries of the church, from the 
firſt patriarch down to the molt ſubordi- 
nate degree. With a bull of inſtructions 
on this occaſion, the Pope ſent to his head 
of the church, a beautiful conſecrated 
crucifix. It was my unfortunate lot when 
Moloch returned to the infernal abodes, 
to be left as his ſubſtitute, to promote the 
conſummation of this union ;. for which 
purpoſe, I was ordered to tranſport my 
nature in this crucifix, that I might influ- 
h art of the prince in that behalf, 
into whoſe poſſeſſion, as you will find, I 
was afterwards transfered. Before I enter 
on my own, and the adventures I was 
witneſs to, previous to the failure of the 
treaty for the concerted match, I ſhall juſt 
mention to you, that its miſcarriage was 
the cauſe of all my miſery. The event, 
and the intrigues productive thereof 4 
well known, Suffice it to ſay, it came 

| E + <P 
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to nothing, v which on 5 55 was attributed 
to the true political ſource. But at our 
court, the whole odium of the diſappoint- 
4 ment fell on me, tho' 1 had in vain Rrained 
"a every faculty to accompliſh an event, ſo 
favourable to our cauſe, Whether I was 
counteracted by ſome more powerful ſpi- 
rit, or whether the good enn of the 
empire inteifered to ſave it from the 

calamitous invaſion of prieſtcrafi, which | 

in all probability, like an inundation, 

would have ſwept away the very traces of 
thoſe days, which were marked, by along 

and proſperous reign, of liberty and fame, 5 
1 cannot tell. All my endeavours proved. 

abortive, and I was ſummoned to give an 

account of my conduct. In vain did 1 

plead i in my defence, my unremitted aſſi- 
duity to fulfil the purpoſe of my commiſ- | 
ſion. | Lucifer and Belzebub however 

would have Peer appeafed with a light 


im- 
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"impriſonment, but the helliſh inveteracy 
of Moloch, inflamed by the miſcarriage 
'of a ſcheme wherein he had ſo great a 
ſhare, and i in which he had acted ſo capi- 


tal a part, inſiſted on perpetual confine- 
ment. At length the matter was com- 
promiſed, and he was complimented with 
'the power of preſcribing the terms of 
liberation. My ſentence was- TBH I 


fhould return-to the priſon from which I came, 


there, to be con ſined. That whenever the 
form o/ - the metal whereof it was compoſed, 


- ſhould be divided, it was to be at my option, 
whether ny eſſence ſhould be united, or divided, 


with abſolute power over any mixture, or alloy 


with which I might be impregnated I was as 
uſual allowed, to partake of the intelligence, 
of any or all of the component parts, however 
diſtant from each other they might be. Bui 1 


was moe inhumanly ſubjected, to feel all the _ 
farms, incident to the various transformations 


E 2 I might- 
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I might undergo, whether the effeft of mallea- 
tion, fublimalion, diſſolution, or otherwiſe 
| hawſoever,-- And i in this ſtate 1 was to re- 
main, till I ſell into the hands of a Hebrew, 
whoſe compaſſion for my calamities ſhould in- 
duce him io drop the tear of commiſſeration at 
n /ate, whale his gratitude for one ſervice 7 
"vas permitted to render lum, inſpired him 
wiel generoſity, to forego the advantage that 


pF mig accrue from the value of any part of 
1 my wwelallic fubſtance, when I was to be freed 
dl nd ile meaſure of my penance full. Attend 


then to what I ſhall unfold, and let the 


"Df bleſſing of liberty be the reward for the 


* 
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He comes ; to Court, and becomes fucceſſt rely the 

Property of tie Mini uſter, and the fa 


vourite. 


T is neceſſary; to inform you (conti- 
1 nued the demon) that ſubordinate 
ſpirits, who are ſtationed+in/any particu» 
lar receptacle, for the purpoſe of execut- 
ing the commands of their ſuperiors, are 
attached thereto, ſo that they cannot 
roam about, nor quit it on any decaſe , 
whatever; . their; knowledge and inter- 
ference being limited to a ſecret influences 
which does not extend beyond the locali- 
ty of their, material ſubſtance :. this, when 
neceſſary to act in ſeveral diſtant places 
at once, is ſuffered to be divided, withaut 
any diminution of our alcendant power e 
always acting by an inſtigation, i ind 1 = 64 
ceptible to the ſenſes of its ſubject. * n 
| E 3 pre- : 
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" preſent poſſeſſor was a perſon, of all others, 
moſt fit for the high department which 
was allotted to him, in the little free ſtate 
wherein he ſerved the Romiſh ſee. Cun- 
ning and ſagacious, he was never remiſs 
in ſeizing all opportunities of promoting 
the Catholic intereſt. But he was at the 
fame time ſubject to a paſſion which often 
defeated his beſt concerted ſchemes, that 
were-continually rendered ineffectual, by 


bis inſatiable avarice, apparent in the 


innteſt circumſtances. Thus, when 1 


3 eame into his poſſeſſion, he ſaw, or fancied 
doe ſav a manifeſt diſproportion in my 


faſhion, and I was immediately carried by 
this titular metropolitan of the whole 
empire, to an artiſt, who. cutting off a 
1 at the end of the croſs, gave him a 

piece of money in exchange. This ope- 
ration however as it proved, was far from 
keiwg detrjmental t to the cauſe; for I was. 
" | that 
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that very day carried, among a vaſt quanti- 
ty of filver, to the mint, whence 1 iſſued 
in the form of a half crown piece, my 
eſſence being now divided and my ſphere 
of action, and obſervation much enlarged 
by the multiplication of my parts, none 
of which aſſumed the form I now appear 
in till many years had elapſed.” 


«In a feu days my pecuniary fragment 
was put into a bag, and I was conyeyed: 
to the houſe of the Lord Treaſurer, with 
an immenſe quantity of money, all of the 
ſame metal. The great genius uncommon 
capacity, and large endowments of mind, 
conſpicuous in my maſter's countenance, 


| joined to an engaging addreſs, and excel- 


lent good ſenſe, with which his converſa- 
tion abounded, preſently obliterated. the 
diſguſt occaſioned, by the monſtrous de- 
en his perſon; and he filled the 

high 
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high office he enjoyed (for which he was 
entirely indebted to. his. merit and abili- 
ties) with credit to himſelf, and advantage 
to the ſtate. Perfectly well acquainted 
with. every feature of the national genius, 
he poſſeſſed an admirable” faculty of 
ſwaying the miniſtry, and diverting even 
his ſovereign, from reſolutions detrimental 
to the public weal; for the benefit of 
which he | exerciſed his ſuperior talents, 
with an integrity as incorruptible as it was 
fincere, except where he found himſelf 
under the diſagreeable neceſſity of having 


recourſe to artful adulation for the main - 


tenance of his place, under a weak and 
pliant prince; à deviation which as it 
continued him in office, was not only 
pardonable, but replete with benefit, 
throughout the land. But where ſhall we 


find a virtue ſufficiently guarded againſt 


baſe intrigue, and the complicated effe Qs 
Fai] of 
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of weakneſs in the ſovereign, wickedneſs 
in the favourite, and profligacy in the 
court, There is a ſingular inſtance of an 


honeſt device he put in praQice to reſtrain . 5 


On my arrival, I was conſigned to a room, 
where were a number of bags, or rather 
ſacks of ſilver money, ranged along the 
wall, of which there was a continual ſup- 
ply coming in, The treaſurer was ſitting 
in a ſilent reverie, at length heaving a 
profound ſigh (which ſeemed to come 
ſtrange, ſays he, that a man ordained 
to rule over a whole people, inſtead of en- 
deavouring to exert the power he enjoys, 
of confering bappineſs, and aggrandiſing 
himſelf on the nobleſt principles, ſhould 
ſubmit himſelf to the guidance of an inex- 


perienced youth, who treats him with 


familiarity, impoſes on his munificence, 
Pegg | and 


ST 
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and ſinks him into that inſignificance from 
which by his favour he emerged | himſelf. 

the contempt attached to ſuch a conduct, | 
indeed affects only himſelf, but this excels 
of extravagance, this prodigal profuſi ion, 
in behalf of one who has no one circum 
- Nance to recommend him, by which the 
ſtate is benefited, | is leverely felt By the 
5 people, who are plundered, to fupply tlie 


. 


money laviſhed on an execrable minion; 
is time indeed that ſomething ſhould be 

done, to ſtop! this deſtructive channel G 
abuſe. At leaſt the attempt is more than 
worth the riſque.” — He then [reſumed bis 
meditations," i in which he was interrupted 
by a perſon, who acquainted him that he 
had brought up the laſt bag, Which com- 
pleted the twenty thouſand pounds in 
My maſter having giwen the neceſ. 
ary diſcharge, went down to dinner, 
which he eat in profound ſileneei with 
is | De . 
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diſpatch, After this ] was ſurpriſed to 


ſee preparations | for an entertainment, 
which by no means correſponded, with the | 
ſentiments of prudence and ceconomy I 
had lo lately heard him expreſs, and to 
1 him ir in perſon, overlooking thoſe em- 
ploycd, at the ſame time expreſſing an 
anxious folicitude for the due arrange- 
ment of every thing throughout the 
houſe, which alſumed the air of the moſt. 
extravagant, and voluptuous temple of 
| pleaſure for the latisfaCtion of his expeQed 
gueſts. Having ſeen every thing diſpoſed 
to his mind, he returned to the room 
where we were, and ordering us to be 
brought into an anti-chamber, and empti- 
ed upon a large table covered with green 
cloth, he amuſed himſelf with ſpreading. 
us out, to ſhew to the greateſt advantage, 
and having the appearance of an enor- 
mous ſum, by which preparation, he 
might 


ee 
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might have incurred the imputation of an 
unjuſt ſuppoſition, that he was one of 
thoſe needy noblemen, that ſupport them- 


| ſelves by the ſcandalous profits acquired 


from thoſe, who allured by an external 
diſplay of imaginary wealth, ſubmit to be 
plundered in good company, at the gam- 
ing tables of right honourable knaves. 
Every room now ſhone with the luſtre of 
artificial day, and was ſoon crowded with 
company in maſques, compoſed of the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed nobles in the realm. 
In about an hour my maſter on receiving 
a ſignal from his principal domeſtic, in- 
ſtantly diſappeared, to receive a party of 
the firſt conſequence, confiſting of the 
ſovereign, the favorite earl, and their at- 

teridant ſuit, whom he conducted up a 
ſtair-caſe, to the anti-chamber where we 
were diſpoſed, through which it was 

neceſſary to paſs, to a room where a col- 

N lation 
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lation was prepared worthy of the royal 


gueſt. Struck with the unexpected mag- 
nificence of the ſcene, the monarch ex- 


preſſed his ſatisfaction at the compliment 


paid to him, in terms highly flattering to 


his noble hoſt, at the ſame time aſking 
for what purpoſe that immenſe ſum of 


money was ſo diſpoſed? To which he 


replied careleſly, That it was laid there 


by miſtake, diſcovered too late to rectify 
in time, but it was—only the twenty thouſand 


pounds, which, according to the royal man- 
date, was to be ſent as a preſent to the earl.” © 
Aſtoniſhed at the magnitude of the ſum, ' 


(which was ſo ſpread as to appear three 
times more than it was, and all in filver) 


and the audacious rapacity of the fa- 


vourite, he ſtood a while as if under the 


influence of an electrical ſhock, at length 
recovering from his ſurpriſe—* How, 
ſays he, twenty thouſand pounds, (turn- 

F ing 


. 
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ing with a look of reſentment at the fa- 
vourite, who was at his right hand) but 
awe are your lordſhip's gueſt and will not 
interrupt the hilarity of the preſent hour, 
to-morrow we will ſpeak further, in the 
-mean time he muſt be contented with a 
: quarter of that heap.” He then paſſed 
On, while the favourite trembled at his 
I town. The news of this event, which 
= i * Ammediately tranſpired through the offi- 
Ci.ious circulation of the court leeches, 
| (ever induſtriouſly on the watch to pro- 
pogate the viciſſitude of royal favour) had 
- wonderful and inſtantaneous effect on 
the company. The fall of the earl was 
prognoſticated, for though the order for 
the money had actually received the royal 
ſignature, in an unguarded hour of con- 
vivial pleaſure, when affection for the 
favourite knew no bounds, yet thoſe well 
verſed in mankind, were not ignorant, 
| that 


/ 
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that the perpetrators of actions, performed 
under*an undue influence, which reflect 
diſgrace on their oſtenſible agents, when 
they are ſenſible thereof, and would avoid' 
the odium attached thereto, are ever ready 
to take revenge for the conſequences of 
their own egregious folly, on the object 
of that partiality, which. was its unwor- 
thy ſource, Others who did not think. 
ſo deeply, were ſatisfied with the agree- 
able reflection, that the monarch had 
frowned upon the earl, when in all pro- 
bability he would be diſgraced; and he 
whoſe hand would have been received 
five minutes before by the firſt female in 
the land, with a tranſport of joy, and 
have occaſioned univerſal envy towards 
the fair who boaſted that honour, now 
found it difficult to obtain a partner of 
more than ordinary rank. But he knew 
too well the paſſage to his maſter's heart 

F 2 to 
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to be fo ſpeedily overthrown. When the 
order was obtained, a blank had been left 
for the ſum, till enquiry ſhould be made 
what money was in the Treaſury, and the 
matter being forgot, the earl had ventur- 
ed to fill it up himſelf, He had addreſs 
enough to perſuade his maſter that he 
"had left it at the Treaſury with a clerk, 
(whom he ſuborned to bear teſtimony 
thereto) with a meſſage to the Treaſurer, 
to inſert ſuch a ſum as could be conve- 
niently ſpared; that he had taken ad van- 
tage of this circumſtance to inſert ſo large 
an amount, with a view of ruining his 
credit with the prince, who was now 
ſadly embaraſſed between his affection for 
the favourite, and reſpect for the virtues 
of the Treaſurer, whoſe removal the earl 
"had long endeayoured to procure, and 
no ſtimulated by revenge he yowed with 
moſt bitter invectives to effect. 75 | 
ſo- 
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ſovereign therefore, equally fearful of the 
event, turn out which way it would, eaſy 


as it was to have diſcovered the truth, f 
made it the condition of his future fa- _. 


vour, that his favourite ſhould dra by = 


proſecution of revenge, affecting 8 * 

implicit credit to his ſtory, and promiling 
on ſome occaſion which might offer, to 
*remove the Treaſurer, who was now ſo 
neceſſary. to his ſervice, and ſo univerſally 
beloved, that it would reflect the higheſt 
diſhonour on himſelf, to. ſhew him the 
leaſt indignity or - flight. The morning 
after the ball, five thouſand pounds were 
ſent to the ear], according to order then 
given as before related, among. which 1 
was; and ſhortly after, Death ſaved the 
favourite the trouble and odium of any 
further contrivances againſt my former 
maſter's welfare, who died univerſally la- 


mented, as he had lived univerſally * 
mired and beloved. 
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He continues at Court, and ruins his Maſter 
by the ſecret Exertion of diabolical Influence, 

with admirable Addreſs, 


OU are to underſtand: (purſued 
the ſpirit) that our intuitive facul- 
ties are not reſtricted to the knowledge, 
of thoſe events, which happen at the time 
when we are in the poſſeſſion of our reſ- 
petti ve proprietors; but that tho' we are 
precluded from all knowledge of futurity, 
we are immediately initiated into the 
moſt comprehenſi ve and accurate intel- 
| ligence of the paſt, when all ſuch tranſ- 
actions which have affected thoſe, to 
whom we may appertain with their con- 
comitant eirgumſtances, ſo far as known 
to themſel ves only, are inſtatitateouſly 
-unfolded to our perception ; by which 
means, we obtain a perfect knowledge of 
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the characters of thoſe, on whom we are 
to exert our influence. This extraordi- 
nary privilege however is ſtrictly con fined 
to perſonal poſſeſſion, for we are entirely 


ignorant of ſuch occurrences. and diſ- 


poſitions, as are attached to the perſons 


and intereſt of thoſe into whole poſſeſſion 


we do not arrive, unleſs where they are 
comprehended in the act of our poſſeſſor; 


nor can we change the habitation allotted 
to us, tho? if it is divided into thouſands 
of parts, we can partake of the informa- 
tion of all, or any as we pleaſe, with a 
power of uniting, quitting, diſtributing, 
and recalling our eſſence, as ſhall beſt ſuit 
the purpoſe of our charge, which it is at 
our peril to neglect. This relates only 
to that claſs I belong to, but thoſe of a 
ſuperior order, are in every reſpe& in- 
dulged with lar ger powers. As I per- 
ceived the favourite (who now ruled the 

ſo- 
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ſovereign, with as extenſive a ſway as ever) 


was not well affected to our cauſe, I did 


not withdraw from that portion of my re- 


ceptacle of which he Was the owner. 


My preſent maſter was neither a man 


of learning or experience, with a very 
lender capacity. But there was in his 
diſpoſition a degree of flexibility, and 


complaiſant acquieſcent reſignation, to 


the opinions of ſuch as wiſhed to make 


an impreſſion on his mind, that adapted 


him greatly to the purpoſe of his prince, 


who had imbibed an aceountable propen- 
fi ity to commence pedagogue in Politics, : 


and had pitched upon this. raw unadul. 
terated youth, as the firſt ſubje& of an 


eſſay in his political ſchool. He was there 


fore conſtituted favourite, and the bounty 
of his ſovereign was ſhowered down upon 
him in ſuch a torrent of riches, and un- 
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warrantable preference, that all oppoſition 
being found in vain, he was ſoon looked 
upon as the ſure channel to the royal fa- 
vour, and ruled with unlimitted ſway the 
diſpoſition of the court. Unfortunately 
for our purpoſe, he had attached himſelt 
to a gentleman of uncommon wiſdom, 
abilities, and integrity, by whoſe advice 
he conducted himſelf in ſuch a manner, 
as to ſteer clear of thoſe dangerous at- 
tempts, which had proved fatal to many 
of his predeceſſors. It was therefore ne- 
ceſſary to engage him in fome purfuir, 
which ſhould render him obnoxious to 
the ſtate, and if poſſible, involve his faith- 
ful Mentor in his fall. As his political 
conduct was without reproach, recourſe 
was had to ſomething of a more domeſtic 
nature, which as far ſurpaſſed our hopes 
in its ſucceſs, as in its proceſs it filled the 
realm with horror and dif; guſt. 


Though 


- 
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-, Though the heart of my maſter was in- 
acceſſible to avarice at that time, he was 
by no means ſo to the ſofter, but more 


powerful attacks of love. It was therefore 


neceſſary to intangle him in ſome amour, 


the complicated intricacies of which, 


his deſtruction. 
ſionate and revengeful,. no conſideration 


mould at length be productive of diſmiſ 


ſion and diſgrace. For this purpoſe an 


object was pitched upon, perfectly quali- 


fied in everyteſpet to anſwer the deſired 


he poſſeſſed every perſonal requi= 
£945 Aptivate the favourite, and every 
mental qualification to urge him on to 


Beautiful, proud. paſ.. 


whatever reſtrainz her from the moſt 


daring attempts, to, accompliſh whatever 


her vindiQtive paſſions diQated, by. which 
ſhe was often tranſported with a fury, 


lutle ſhort of frenzy, againſt thoſe who 
n her deſigns. She had been mar- 


N ried 
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ried very young, and her huſband having 
been ſent abroad, on account of their | 
youth, the marriage had not been con- 
ſummated. It was at the time my maſter 
was at the zenith of his fortune, that her 
huſband returned with ardour to his love. 
ly bride, but he found her very far from 
anſwering the hopes he had entertained of 
mutual love. She had conceived a violent 
paſſion for the earl, nor could all the au- 
thority of her father avail to make her 
obedient to her huſband's will, to defeat 
which ſhe put in practice every ſtratagem 
which art or nature could ſuggeſt. At 
length the intercourſe between her and 
my maſter became ſo public, that the court 
began to ſpeak with great freedom on the 
ſubject, while the huſband gave her up as 
one un worthy of his regard. It was then the 
earl took a ſtep which occaſioned his being 
guilty of a crime that ended in his total 
ruin, 
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ruin. Driven by his paſſion from one exceſs 
to another, he completed the courſe of ini- 
quity he had begun, by the perpetration of 
an act replete with the baſeſt ingratitude, 
and accompanied with a murder of the foul- 
eſt kind. Making no doubt he ſhould meet 
with aſſiſtance from that faithful friend, 
to whoſe direction while he ſubmitted he 
was honoured and eſteemed, he conſulted 
him on the means for bringing his amour 
to a happy iſſue, and to furniſh him with 
ſome proje& at once to accompliſh a di- 
vorce, and clear the way for his own eſ- 
| pouſals cf the lady; but great. was his 
diſappointtnent, when inſtead of the ex- 
_ pected aid, he met with the higheſt diſ- 
approbation, and the. ſtrongeſt diſſuaſives 
from his real friend, This worthy man 
repreſented. to him, the ſcanda} which 
would; reſult from ſuch an act to the no- 
bility, the particular odium he would 
iIincur 
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ircur himſelf, the injuſtice he would be 
guilty of to her huſband, and the danger 
he would run, He ſet forth the infamy 
attached to her character; that her repu- 
tation being entirely loſt, it would when 
ſhe became his wife, infallibly ſtigmatize 
his own, and in ſhort ſo tranſported was 
he by his honeſt zeal for the welfare of 
my maſter, that he treated her in the 
warmth of friendſhip for him, and the 
heat of animoſity againſt her, who was the 
cauſe of his deviating, from that honour- 
able path in which he had hitherto guided 
him, as a ſtrumpet profligate and baſe; 
pronouncing all her relations, who coun- 
tenanced the ſcheme as panders to her ex- 
ecrable deeds. Surprized and exaſperated 
as my maſter was at this unexpected 
check, he had the addreſs in a great mea- 
ſure to ſuppreſs his reſentment, but un- 
fortunately he had not diſcretion enough, 

| 8 to 
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Jently: ae pes very bes of 
her deſigns being rendered abortive, by 
the well known, abilities, wiſdom and pro- 
bity of the friend, the vowed revenge, and N 
exerted every captivating power ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed, to excite her lover to accord. This 
was the very criſis of my maſter's fate; 
long and ſevere was the ſtruggle between 
probity and love. It is on theſe oceaſions 
our influence is attended with aſſured 
ſucceſs. The deliberation of the mind 
between good and evil, where the paſſions 
interfere in behalf of the latter, generally 
terminate in our fayour, and the greateſt 
difficulty is, to produce that heſitation in 
the active principle; when this is done, 
the work is eaſy. Accordingly with . 
little of my aſſiſtance, he was weak enough 
to ſacrifice his worthy friend. 
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ET 
Continued He gives a ſtriking Ce of 
his Abilities for Intrigue. 


HE buſineſs was now toremovethe 

1 only perſon, who was capable by 
his knowledge and integrity, to have 
maintained him in the unlimited enjoy- 
ment ol his ſovereign's fayour, beyond the 
utmoſt malice of thoſe enemies inevitably 
created by the envy for his poſt, and thereby 
remove the obſtacle to their mutual wiſhes. 
This required the utmoſt precaution, nor 
could they be too circumſpett | in their 
proceedings againſt one who by the purity 
of. his manners, had gained univerſal 
eſteem, and was unaſſailable either by the 
allurements of ambition, or the gratifica- 
tions of avaricious deſires. They there- 
fore made that very friendſhip which he 
proſeſſed, and of which he had given my 
G 2 maſter 
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maſter ſuch undoubted and ſalutary proofs, 
ſubſervient to his own deſtrudtion. They 


firſt ſuggeſted to the ſovereign (after ex- 
tolling his abilities and capacity) that he 
was become inſolent and ' overbearing, 
and then urged the neceſſity of ſending 
him abroad. Accordingly an honourable 
employment being allotted to him, he was 
commanded to depart, which in all proba- 


8 bility he would have done, without any 


reluctance or delay, but my maſter re- 
preſented to him in a ſeeming agony of 


> deſpair, that without his counſel he ſhould 


be loſt, and unable to conduct himfelf 
through the labrinth of court intrigue, if 
denied the benefit of his preſence and ad- 
vice. Here he ſpoke, truth, which was 
made on this occaſion the proſtituted ſer- 
vant of the moſt abandoned crimes. He 


then earneſtly entreated him to refuſe the 
honourable office, with which he was to 
_ 
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be inveſted, promiſing to procure him a 
more eligible Nation at home, and engag- 
ing to deprecate his offended ſovereign's 
wrath. It was impoſſible to avoid falling 
into this ſnare, ſo artfully. was it laid. 
On his withdrawing, after a fatal compli- 
ance with this requeſt from the royal pre- 
ſence, my maſter exaggerated his pride in 
refuſing the favour of his prince, whom 
he aggravated by every ſuggeſtion he could 
invent, and finally enlarged on the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of chaſtiſing him on that 
account. In conſequence of which, his 
cloſe impriſonment enſued. 


© He was now where the lovers wiſhed 

him to be, and they were the arbiters of 
his fate, the deciſion of which ſoon 
brought on their own ; for, not contented 
with having put him in a ſituation which 
produces; him from obſtructing their 
G 3 deſigns 
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deſigns, they reſolved to take away his 
life. But a murder committed in the flate 

priſon, was a circumſtance of too great 
notoriety to attempt; they therefore had 

recourſe to poiſon, but were a long time 

before they could accompliſh their ends 

without the knowledge of thoſe, from 
whom their ſafety made it neceſſary to 
"conceal the deed. At length by means 
of a large reward, they prevailed upen 
a man who was recom:mended as a ſervant, 
to diſpatch him, but he being too narrow- 
ty watched, they employed an apothecary's 
prentice, who in the courſe of his phyſical 
Operations, at once ended his miſeties and 


his life. 


In the mean time the divorce was 
brought forwards, and a petition being 
preſented to have the affair inveſtigated, 
it was reſered to ſome divines of the 
1 hight 
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higheſt rank, to hear and determine the 
affair, and the right reverend fathers of 
the church, with all becoming gravity, | 
entered into a diſquiſition on ſuch grounds, 
as ſubjected them to the ridicule of all 
the realm. The reſult was, that the lady, 
after proper examination, (in which ſhe 
ſubſtituted a friend in her place, to under- 
go the inſpection of certain matrons, ap- 
pointed for the purpoſe, under cover of a 
veil, which out of regard to decency, ſhe 
was allowed to wear) was permitted 0 
marry again. It is needleſs to ſay ſhe 
wedded my maſter, and the nuptials were 
ſhortly after ſolemnized with ſplendor and 
joy throughout the whole metropolis, but 
Hl becoming the ſcandalous circumſtances 
attending its progreſſion, and the horrid 
act of cruelty which effected its comple- 
tion, ſo atrocious in its nature, that devil 
as I am, I felt a momentary compunction 
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for the evils to which I had been acceſſary; 
and longed with impatience for the time 
when (according to our uſual cuſtom) I 
was to puniſh the wretches I had betrayed, 


leave them to be harrowed by the ſharp. 
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and corroding agonies of a wounded con- 
ſcience, and finally plunge them into mi- 
ſery in this world, preparatory to their ſure 


deſtruction in that which is to come. 


From the inſtant my maſter had ac- 


compliſhed his deſires of marrying his 


miſtreſs, and murdering his friend, he 
underwent a total change of diſpoſition. 


He was no longer the lively entertaining 
pupil of his ſovereign's care; ſullen, 
gloomy, avaritious, ſlovenly and diſcon- 


tented, he took upon him to oppoſe the 
wanton merriment in which he took de- 


light. His enemies (for where is the 
favourite who has not many) neglected 


no 
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no opportunity, by croſſing him on all 
occaſions to render more diſagreeable his 
altered temper, till at length he grew fo 
dilguſtful to the prince, that he was deter- 
mined'to take the firſt opportunity to get 
rid of a confident he no longer loved, and 
ſubſtitute another in his room. To eom- 
plete his fate, a young man was thrown m 
his maſter's way, who was amply endowed 
with every requiſite to ſuperſede him in 

his favour, the firſt mark of which was 
his pardoning an infringement of an an- 
cient law, for puniſhing thoſe who ſhould 
de guilty of ſuch diſreſpect, as to ſtrike 
another under the royal roof, though my 
maſter exerted all his intereſt to make him 
ſuffer. No ſooner was this new inclina- 
tion obſerved, but it was enereaſed by every 
extravagant encomium that could raiſe 
him in the opinion of the prince, and the 
court was divided between my maſter and 
the 


— 
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lliſing ſun; but at length the former pre- 
* cipitated his fate, by his impolitic rejection 
of the latter's overtures of friendſhip, 
which were made at the inſtance of their 
ſovereign, who would willingly have at- 
tached them both. My maſter was fitting 
in a melancholy mood, a miſerable ex- 
ample of diſtracted guilt, when his com- 
petitor was anounced—* I am come, ſays 
be, with the moſt engaging addreſs; and 
looks of becoming reſpect, to ſolieit 
your friendſhip. It has pleaſed the prince 

to give me reaſon to hope, on many oecca- 
ions, that my welfare is not indifferent 
to him, having received many inſtances 
ol his diſtinguiſhing. favour. 1 ſhall be 
glad to improve | theſe happy omens of 

my future fortune -under your lordſhip's 

_ patronage and protection, in which caſe 

you may depend on me to ſerve you to 

my utmoſt abilities, and obey your com- 

| N mands 
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overture the earl replied, in the harſheſt 
terms, whilſt hatred, malice and envy. 


were apparent in his face and air, —< 1 
reje&,' ſays he, with indignation, *your 


preſumptious, and artful propoſal ; your 
ſervices I will not accept, your friendſhip 


2 I diſclaim, and my favour I deny. Be 
A aſſured you ſee in me one who will on all 

1 accaſions ſeize every opportunity to do 
t you every injury I can, and leave no 
> effort uneſſayed, to effect your ruin in 


this court. — With which he turned his 
back upon his viſitor, who by his report | 
of the reception he had met, put the finiſh- 
ing ſtroke to the downfall of the earl; to 
accelerate which a circumſtance now hap- 
pened that gave his enemies an advan- 
tage, and the ſovereign a fair opportunity 
to rid himſelf of an incumbrance, of which 
he was moſt heartily tired, It happened 
that 
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that the apothecary's boy, who had been 
privy to, and inſtrumental in the death of 
my maſter's former friend, and had ab- 
ſconded, was faken dangerouſly ill; ſtruck 
with contrition, he confelled all he knew. 
In conſequence of which, the earl and his 
wicked partner in guilt, were tried and 
both condemned to death, but by the 
royal clemency reprieved, and at laſt par- 

doned, with liberty to retire to a country E 
ſeat, where to the reproaches of their diſ- | 
agreeable reflections on their enormous 
lins, was added the miſery of domeſlic 
woe; the moſt inveterate hatred having 
ſucceeded to that unbounded — 
w hich had driven them to the commiſſion 
of ſuch abominable deeds. Notwithſſand- 
ing this, he certainly was thereafter on the 
point of recovering his former ſtation, from 
which he was excluded only by the hand 
of death. 
CHAP. 
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CHAM: 
Argal deſcends in the ſcale of Life, and 
through an inferior Channel becomes. the 
property of Royal Blood. | 


OON after the diſgrace of the 5 
(whoſe ſucceſſor filled his place with 


equal if not ſuperior power) I became the 


— 


property of his taylor, he paid me to his 


Journeyman, whence I paſſed through the 
hands of a retailer in ſpirituous liquors, 
to thoſe of an exciſeman, who, when it was 
dark, with two cags of brandy, (a preſent 
for certain offices which he did not per- 
form) hid under a horſeman's looſe ſur- 
tout, took a boat, in order to convey him 
home, when 1 paſſed into the poſſeſſion of 
the waterman in payment of his hire, 
who, on his landing, having loaded his 
prentice with his oars, was proceeding 
homewards. 7 
H | As 
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© As I apprehended I ſhould not meet 
with any thing worth my obſervation in 
my preſent ſervice, I was about to quit it; 
when my new maſter was accoſted by a 
perſon wrapt in a cloak, in which he 
muffled up his face ſo that it could ſcarce 
be ſeen, but the wind having blown it 
aſide, I immediately recognized him for 
a Roman Catholic nobleman of the firſt 
diſtinction, whom I had often ſeen at 

court.—* Hark ye, friend,” ſays he to my 
maſter, have you a mind for an extraor- 
dinary fare ?? * Extraordinary fare !' re- 
plied the other, (who was a wit in his 
15 way) © I have had already one too many, 
I'm ſure it is not fair I ſhould receive only 
this piece (producing me) for ſuch a pull 
with that great fat lubber and his cargoe; 
to be ſure its a handſome piece, but what 


of that, (as uncle Van Schooner uſed to 


" ſay) The worth of all things is as much 
i | * 
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as they will fetch. Oh! had he been liv- 
ing I ſhould not have wanted any fare, 


ordinary or extraordinary, perhaps I 


ſhould have been a parſon, inſtead of be- ; 


ing laſhed to the oar in my old age like a 
gally ſlave, by the chain of my neceſſities, 


And pray, where the devil does you wile, 


worſhip want me to-carry you, at this time 
of night ??—* The time of night when 


you'll be wanted, is not come by two hours 


yet a while,“ replied the gentleman, 
© Look you maſter, if you will carry three 
perſons without any luggage, two leagues 


down the river at ten o'clock to-night, _ 


here are two pieces now as earneſt, and on 


your landing you will receive three more; 


what ſay you, will you take the job, or 
muſt I look further?” At this propoſal 


my maſter looked for a minute as if de- 


prived of his ſenſes. How, ſays he, 
* five pieces to go only two leagues, this 


Hs 1% 
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1 is no common buſineſs. But belay your 
1 information (perceiving the other was 
going to ſpeak, and taking the gold) the 
the leſs I know the leſs I can anſwer for, 
ſo you may depend on my being here at 
.ten, with the awning up, and all things. 
_. - neat and trim, for I ſuppoſe as how there 
. is a lady in the caſe? ah, maſter, you 
would never go five leagues down the river 
in the dark, if there was not a lady in the _ 
.cafe !' at this they parted. I was now 
determined not to ſhift my quarters before 
I a the end of the adventure, which I 
iet down as a love affair; but my concep- 
tion fell far ſhort of this important ex- 
Pedition. The waterman having given 
proper inſtructions, and enjoined ſecrecy 
TE to his boy, we purſued our way home. 
As he had received many inſtinces of 
tze inordinate curiofity and meddling 
| en of his wie, he eat his ſupper. 
and 


* 
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and made his preparations neceſſary for 
his voyage, in profound ſilence. But when 
at half paſt nine he took his great coat 
and lanthorn,.— Whither now, ſays ſhe,. 
© What you are going after ſome of your 
ſmuggling companions, who were near 
ruining us, but not a foot. ſhall you ſtir 
to night?*—on which ſhe turned the key 
of the ſtreet door, and put it in her pocket. 
In vain did he tell her, he was going or © 
a very profitable job of the utmoſt con- 
ſequence; ſhe inſiſted on his ſtaying or 3 
taking her with him; at length having got wal 
the key by force, he ſhoved her from tze 
door, againſt which ſhe had ſet her back, 
and giving her a puſh, ſhe unfortunately” 
fell down the cellar ſtairs; bawling out 
murder, when the watchman coming by, M 
broke open the door; the houſe was full 
of people, and my maſter in cuſtody in a: k 
trice, He now was exaſperated to the 
Wd) - 5 + utmoſt: 


ENS 4 
1 
1 2 


_ 1 _ARGAL, ors Thx; 
3 2  - utmoſt pitch of fury and rage, when the 
clüock ſtruck ten. He therefore defired to 
peak to his wife, who fat crying and 
complaining of her ill uſage on the ſtairs. 8 
This being granted, he put a piece of gold 
into her hand, and whiſpered in her ear 
| he was going to earn another; when the 


7 7 7 
* WP 
= * 
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1 5 55 good woman, whoſe avarice fortunately - 
1 a exceeded every thing elſe, ſuddenly jump- 
| Te ed up and abuſed the neighbours with a 
_ degree of virulence, for interfering in her 
= E "cc concerns, which ſent them out faſter than 
= "they came in, The houſe being cleared, 
3 be diſpatched the prentice to the place | 
IF = of appointment, and after beſtowing a 
hearty curſe or two on his mate, (who was 
4 now as eager to hurry him away as ſhe 
13 * Was before to detain him) poſted after 
| : him. Luckily the Duke (for ſuch he was) 
| bad appointed him an hour before the 
| Ty tne, that they en not have to wait. 
F 5 a 7 5 
. 3 SOIT 
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When my maſter began almoſt to diſ= * 
pair of touching the remainder of this | 
lucrative fare, (for which he uttered the 
moſt bitter imprecations on his rib) he 
with joy perceived three perſons coming 
'- towards him; one of whom he remem 
bered to be the ſame with whom he had 
made the bargain, the other was a gen- 
tleman of good appearance, and the thiid 
ſeemed to be a handſome youth, to whom 
the other two paid the greateſt attention 
and reſpe& ; the timid apprehenſions, 
extreme delicacy, and feminine tones of 
voice of whom, ſoon betrayed her to me 
28 Wnadilguiſe, To diſpel the 
dliſagreeable melancholy of their nocturnal 
voyage, the gentlemen exerted their ut- 
moſt endeavours to amuſe the lady, and 
the Duke, among other things, aſked her 
if ſhe had ſeen any of the new coin. On 
her anſwering in the negative, he deſired 
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my maſter to produce the piece he had 
received in the evening, which being 
done, and inſpected by the aſſiſtance of 
the lanthorn, the lady expreſſing a deſire 
to keep it, my maſter acquieſced, and 
received an ample compenſation for its 
value, when I became a reſident in her q 
waiſtcoat pocket. On our landing, we 
left my old maſter to enjoy the fruits of 
his expedition, while we, preceded by the 
boy with thelanthorn, went into the road, 
where was a chariot and fix with ſour. 
ſervants well armed, expecting our arrival; 
the nobleman took his leave, and the 
other gentleman (who proved to be her 
woman) taking her place by my miſtreſs, 
we ſet off at a great rate, and travelling 
all night, ſtopped at a town above ten 
leagues diſtance. Here my miſtreſs went 
to reſt, but roſe again about two o'clock in 
the afternoon with an intent to purſue. her 
| journey; 
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journey ; when juſt as they were ſtepping 
into the carriage, a party of light horle 
rode into the yard and made them pri- 
ſoners in the Prince's name. The officer, 
taking his ſeat between them, after ex- 
preſſing his concern, in the politeſt terms, 
at the diſagreeable duty he was obliged 
to execute, gave orders to purſue the 
road they came; and my miſtreſs, after a 
melancholy journey, was ſafely lodged in 
the priſon where ſtate priſoners were 
uſually confined, 


CHAP. 
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1 Ap. vn. 
| SD \ Continued. —The Advantage of high Birth, 


A *F T was this lady's peculiar misfortune 
to be allied to the royal family, who 
s 4 the apprehenſion of a jealous diſpoſi- 


Boon, had long waited for an opportunity 
1 to ſecure her perſon. At length ſhe be- 
3B dame an inſtrument in the hands of a 


diſcontented cabal, and in the end fur- 
niſhed the Prince with a ſatisfactory pre- 
tence to impriſon her for life. Some 
noblemen of the firſt conſequence, on his 
acceſſion to the throne, had been deſirous | 
of reſtricting him to the ſubſcription of 
| certain articles, for the ſurer preſervation 
.. ol their religion, liberty, and laws, which 
there was reaſon to think would be en- 
3 dangered by the admiſſion of a foreign 
branch, When he was eſtabliſhed in the 
government he did not forget this tircum- 
— ſtance, 


a © 
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ſtance, of which, vindictive, ſuſpicious, 
and apprehenſive as he was, he ſhew- 
ed the quickeſt ſenſe, by every mark of 
contempt, to thoſe who had ſuggeſted 
the conditions it was intended he ſhould 
ſign, that his elevated ſtation enabled 
him to ſhew ; while alarmed by the frowns 
of the Sovereign, they nouriſhed a ſecret 
diſcontent; this was much aggrevated by 
the clandeſtine inſinuations of a certain 
foreign count, the ſecret emiſſary of a 
neighbouring ſtate, who found ſome of 
the male-contents very inimical to the 
intereſts of his maſter, and by their great 
abilities highly capable to embarraſs and 
obſtruct him in his political intrigues. 
Having inſinuated himſelf into their coun. 
cils, he took every opportunity to inflame 
their reſentments, exaggerating the con- 
tempt with which they were treated, and 


the diſgraces they continually experienced 
at 


&% 
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at court. When their imaginations being 
warmed, with the conſtant repitition of the 
flagrant injuſtice thay daily ſuſtained, he 
fuggeſted a ſcheme of revenge, as ridicu- 
lous in its conception, as it was difficult 
in the execution. This was nothing leſs 
than to compaſs a revolution, and inveſt 
my miſtreſs with the government. She was 
indeed allied to the ſovereign by his fa- 


ther's ſide, but as he claimed by his 
mother, there could be but little proba- 
' bility of ſucceſs, and indeed the whole 


plan was prepoſterous and abſurd; be- 
ſides there was a condition annexed to her 
intended elevation, which created a diffi- 
culty that they were not aware of; being 
entirely ignorant, that ſhe had long enter- 


- tained an ardent affection for a noble 


lord, (who was alſo diſtantly related to the 


royal family) by whom ſhe was . equally 


beloved. When therefore the conſpirators 
. opened 
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opened their propoſals to her under the 
_ expreſs. ſtipulation, that ſhe ſhould pre- 

viouſly enter into a contract, to receive a 
conſort from the ſovereign of the count, 
who had firſt conceived this extraordinary 
plot (and who by this means had procured 
a double advantage, firſt by engaging. them 
in a treaſon, which if it miſcarried, muſt. 
deſtroy them, ſecondly by effectually ſerv- 
ing his Prince if it ſucceeded). ſhe at firſt 
abſolutely rejected it. But the charms of 
empire were not without their uſual in- 
fluence in a female mind, and ſharp was, 
the conteſt between her ambition and 
her love. At length the latter excited a 
conſideration, whether it was not poſlible 
to unite them, and comprehend her lover 
in the plan, which was to elevate. herſelf ; 
her hopes of ſucceſs being more ſanguine, 
by the circumſtance of his being deſ- 
cended in a direct line, from a family 


I grafted 
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grafted on the royal Kock. Enchanted 
with the idea of being the means of ag- 
| grandizing her lover, ſhe acquainted him 
at their next interview of what was in 
agitation, but to her great diſappoint- 
ment, he did not receive the news with 
that joy ſhe had expected. So far from 
; being elated with the proſpect of ap- 
proaching grandeur, he ſet forth to her 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, the abſurdity of 
the plot, which was not attended with the 
leaſt probability of ſucceſs ; repreſenting 
to her the danger of the conſpiracy, and 
certain conſequences of almoſt a certain 
miſcarriage, in their attempts to overthrow 
the reigning Prince. But it was all in 
vain, dearly as ſhe loved him, ſhe could 
not be perſuaded to forego the pleaſures 
of ambition, and ſhe required his acquieſ- 
cence, - as the moſt convincing proof of 


his love ſhe could receive. Mollified at 
2 > length 
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length by her tears and intreaties, rather 
than convinced by arguments ſhe had 
advanced in favor of the plot, he finally 
reminded her, of the previous conditional 
contract ſhe was to enter into regarding 
her marriage, prior to any ſtep to be 
taken in her favour, which would be en- 
tirely deſtru ctive of the conſummation of 
their loves. Startled as ſhe was at this 
(the conſequences of which ſhe had in 
the heat of argument entirely forgot) ſhe 
preſently thought of an expedient, which 
at once rendered it impoſſible to comply 
with the requiſition of the conſpirators, and 
defeated its validity if-acceded to, at the. 
ſame time, that it ſeemed to be the moſt 
powerful inducement to engage him td 
agree with what ſhe had propoſed, as their 
intereſts would then be inſeperably united; 
Fhis was an immediate private marriage, 
their union having been delayed much 

I 2 agaialt. 
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againſt his inclination, in hopes of obtain - 
_ ing the royal approbation in that behalf, 
but which he too well knew the policy and 
temper of his ſovereign, to thiuk he ever 
ould obtain; white ſhe, loath to forego 
the ſplendour with which her public wed- 
ding would be celebrated, as a princeſs of 
the blood, had from time to time procra- 
| Rinated the completion of that deſirable 
event, ,—accordingly they were Privately 

martied * next * 


5 In the evening at their noQurnal aſ- 
ſembly + held as uſual at her houſe, to the 
utter aſtoniſhment and concern of all pre- 
ſent, ſhe acquainted them of the alliance 
ſhe had entered into, which ſhe antidated 
ſo as to appear precedent to any idea 
which had been formed 'of the intended 
plot; ſhe then preſented her huſband as 
one. (OP to Join in all they ſhould 
propoſe. 


| of any further communication on that, fide, 
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propoſe. - Somewhat reconciled to this 
unforeſeen accident, by the conſideration 
ol the princely extraction of her ſpouſe, 
they entered into deep deliberation, What 
courſe they ſhould purſue. It was firſt 
reſolved that he ſhould jointly enjoy the 
ſovereignty. with.-her, that troops ſhould 
be raiſed under pretence of ſuccouring 
allies, with permiſſion of the ſtate, by 
whom the perſon of the ſovereign ſhould 
be ſeized, the male-contents armed, and 
remonſtrances diſperſed throughout the 
realm, where their friends were to act at 
the ſame time in concert, at an appointed 
hour. This arrangement being unaui- 
mouſly agreed on, a difficulty occurred of 
a very ſerious nature, refpecting the count 
who had. firſt given life to the deſign.— 
My miſtreſs's marriage deſtroyed all hopes 


after much debate it was agreed, that he 


1 9 ſhould 
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ſhould not be acquainted with it, till ſhe 
was inveſted with the government, which 
was not difficult to compals, as he was 
too artful to put it in the power of any 
one (in cafe of a diſcovery) to ſay that he 
was preſent at their councils. In the mean 
time, regardleſs of future conſequences, 
ſhe was to enter into the ſtipulated agree- 
ment with him reſpecting her eſpouſals, 
after ſhe was eſtabliſhed : All things being 
Fettled, they ſwore allegiance to her, and 
every, one repaired to bis appointed ſta- 
tion, to ſo the ſeeds of ſeditious diſcon- 
ent, and promote the common cauſe to 
the utmoſt of his power; while my miſ- 
treſs and her huſband, little dreaming of 
the impending ſtorm, were revelling in 
the enjoy ment of unbounded love, and in 
ithe intervals of connubial happineſs, anti- 
cipating _ _—_— felicity of future days, 
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C HAP. VII. 
Continued. — The Victims of Ambition. 


I unfortunately happened that one 
of the conſpirators was abſent on 

that fatal night, who was acquainted by his 
brother of what had paſſed; but he could 
not give him the neceſſary precaution re- 
lating to the count's being to be kept in 
dark, as he had been obliged to leave the 
houſe before that fubje& had come upon 
the carpet. The abſentee accidentally 
meeting the count in a convenient place, 
told him the proceedings of the aſſem- 
bly, as far as they came to his knowledye. 
It was impoſſible to deſcribe the tranſports 
of rage with which he was ſeized, at ſee- 
ing himſelf fo near being the dupe of his 
own intrigue, but he had command 
enough of himſelf to conceal it from his 
informant. Profound politician as he 
Was, 
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was, if it had not been for an accident, a 


plot, the creature of his own brain would 
have exhibited his maſter, as the object 
of an impoſition to which himſelf had 
given birth. It was not directly that he 
recovered from the effects of this unex- 
pected ſtroke, but when he did, he vowed 


ample vengeance on them all; with this 


view he went directly to the ſovereign, 
and diſcovered the whole affair, ſo far as 
related to the plot, varniſhing over the 
{hare he had in it, as a ſtep: abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary towards the developement of their 


deſigns, in their fulleſt extent, but ſup- 


preſſing the circumſtance of the marriage, 
| for reaſons which will appear hereafter, 


When he had received the intelligence of 
their proceedings from. the abſentee, tho' 
he preſerved a profound ſilence, he had 
not been able entirely to ſuppreſs his 
emotion ſo far, but that it was viſible he 

| was 
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was diſguſted. The conſpirator therefore 
| ſuſpicious of the blunder he had made, 
went round to the ſeveral parties and 
gave the alarm, when it was agreed they 
ſhould ſeperately make their eſcape,” 
and remain beyond ſea, till they either 
had a fair opportunity to compaſs their 
deſigns in favour of my miſtreſs, or the 
danger was ſubſided, if there ſhould be 
no probability of ſucceſs. But in the 
count they had to deal with one, who did 
not do things by halves; for at the ſame 
time that he gave information of the plot, 
he prevailed to have warrants iſſued for 
the apprehenſion of them all, and ſo di- 
ligent were thoſe intruſted with the exe- 
cution thereof, that they were all appre- 
hended, and condemned to ſuffer death, 
except my miſtreſs, who he deſcribed as 
a mere tool in the buſineſs; the ſovereign. 
therefore was induced, by the repreſenta- 

tions 
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tions of the'count, (whoſe advice he now 
implicitly followed) out of reſpect to her 
conſanguinity to himſelf, to inflict no- 
other puniſhment on her, than an order 
to confine herſelf for the preſent to her 
houſe, and the tragedy ended with the 
execution of the moſt dangerous of thoſe 
concerned; among whom an exception 
muſt be made in favour of my miſtreſs's 
huſband, whoſe name was not included 
m his information. 


* 


810 It kite nds wad related that he had 
been lent reſpecting the marriage which 
had taken place, nor did he wiſh to do any 
thing to exaſperate her. This conduct 
was the dictates of a moſt violent paſſion 
be had long conceived for her; and as he 
could not annul her marriage, he thought 
it would be the beſt way to ſucceed, if 
he could make a plea of foregoing the 

exertion 
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-exertion of that power over him, which 
he had ſo effectually obtained. He there- 
fore now took the opportunity of her 
huſband's abſence (who could only viſit 
her by ſtealth, till the commotion on her 
account had ſubſided, leaſt he ſhould be 
ſulpeQed of being concerned therein) to 
inſinuate himſelf i into her favour, and en- 
deavoured by an artful recapitulation of 
the late events, to make her ſenſible of 
the power he had over their deſtiny; he 
next attempted to intimidate her, by a 
diſplay of the very great danger ſhe bad 
ſubjected herſelf to, When the ſecret he 
was privy to ſhould be revealed That as. 
a princeſs of the royal family, ſhe had 
entered into matrimonial bonds, without 
the permiſſion of her ſovereign, Having 
thus excited her fears, he proceeded to 
engage her gratitude by aſſurance of 


ſilence and protection; and hen he 
| | thought 


—— ep „ 
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thought he had ſufficiently explained up- 
on what terms it might be bought, he 


boldly avowed his love, and preſſed for 
the price of his future ſecrecy in What he 


knew, but it was all in vain; beſides that 
ſhe loved her huſband (in whom now all 
hopes of elevation were deſtroyed, her 


| every wiſh was centered) the inſult offer- 


ed to her offended dignity, ſtung her to the 
quick, and the contempt ſhe treated him 
with, as ſoon as ſhe perceived his drift, 
overturned every hope he had flattered 
himſelf with, of a ſucceſsful progreſs in his 
ungenerous amour, Haſt thou,“ ſaid! ſhe, 
« after deſtroying my brighteſt hopes— 
hopes inſpired by thyſelf for ſelfiſh vie ws, 


haſt thou the audacity to think, that un- 


mindful of the -blood which flows within 


my veins, I could deſcend ſo very low, 


to buy thy ſilence at ſo vile a price? 
hence, monſter as thou art, hence, and 
| im- 
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impeach me to the Prince, purſue me to 
the ſcaffold, and as my execution feeds thy 
dire revenge, may'ſt thou be wrung with 
bittereſt remorſe, to ſee that ſhe who did 
not dare to live on ſuch bale terms, and 
ſave herſelf by ſtooping to a wretch like 
thee —yet dared to die. 


© Awed by the grandeur of her mien, 
the noble energy with which ſhe ſpoke, 
and for a moment abaſhed at the deſpica- 
ble light in which he felt himſelf appear, 
he immediately withdrew, muttering vin- 
dictive curſes on her huſband's head; 
recollecting himſelf from the confuſion 
into which he had been thrown by his 
humiliating defeat, he preſently conluded 
to make another effort, Preparatory to 
which, he reſolved to ſeparate her 
from her lord, but foreſeeing if he divulg- 
ed the ſecret of their union, ſhe would 
alſo be confined beyond his reach, he 
K limited 
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limited his accuſation to the plot, of 
which he alledged he was the principle 
fupport, and- he was accordingly im- 
priſoned without delay. Having thus 
cleared the way by removing what he 
thought the chief obſtacle to his ſucceſs, 
he determined to ſtay fome time before he 
made another attempt, in hopes that her 
| grief at being deprived of her huſband's 
company would humble her exalted mind, 


and make her more compliant to his 
wiſhes, to which he intended to add the 
apprehenſion of his fatal cataſtophe, which 
it was alone in his power to avert. But 
all his projects were rendered abortive by 
an unexpected event. His victim was 
the while contriving the means of his 
eſcape. Having feigned himſelf ill of a 
fever, and gained the phyſician to favour 
the impoſition, a pretended delirium ſuc- 
ceeded, which occaſioned a relaxation of 


duty 
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duty in thoſe who had him in their care 
when one night putting his ſervant (who 
was a mutilated grenadier) into his bed, 


and dreſſing himſelf in his cloaths, with 
the patch over his eye he wore, and every 
other requiſite to favour the deception, he 
paſſed the guards, and getting to the moſt 
unfrequented part of the ditch, which hap- 
pened to be dry, he eſcaped, and made the 
beſt of his way tomy miſtreſs's houſe. He 
had got within a few yards of the private 
door, when by the light of the lamp, he 
obſerved a man muffled up in a cloak, 
(whom he thought to be the count) to 
come out of the houſe, and depart with 
the utmoſt precipitation. On this he was 
filled with ſuſpicions of the moſt torment- 
ing nature to himſelf, and injurious to the 
honour of his wife. Jealouſy inſtantane- 
ouſly repreſented 0 him, that it was he 
who had firſt ſuggeſted, and then betrayed 
"KS the 
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the confederacy, had procured the warrants 
for their apprehenſion, in which her high- 
nefs had not been included, and laſtly 
had been the author of his own impriſon- 
ment, by which he was ſeparated from 
her arms. He was irreſolute what courſe 


to take, whether to purſue the violator of 


His honour, or to enter the houſe by a key, 
with which he had been furniſhed ever 


{ice their marriage, and take vengeance 
on my miltreſs's perfidy. At firſt he was 
inclined to the former, but ſuddenly recol- 
JeQing his own ſituation as = flate pri- 
ſoner, and finding the count, during his 


with a fight which inſtantly diſarmed him 
of his wrath, and called up all his tender- 
neſs and love. This was my miſtreſs on 


* carpet, her . her hand- 
3 | Kerchict 


deliberation, had got beyond his reach, be 
reſolved on the latter, and mad with rage, 
ruſhed up ſtairs; , where he was preſented - 
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kerchief torn, her robe half off, her coun- 
tenance bedewed with tears, and her whole 
figure: ſtained with blood. 


The houſe in wh my | with lived 
was of great extent, bebind it was a 
garden, at the bottom of which was a room 
originally deſtined for billiards by the 
former owner, but that he might not be 
incommoded, by ſuck of his friends who 
came to play, paſſing through the dwelling 
or garden, a door was made to communi- 
cate with a court behind the houſe. This 
room was entirely neglected by the next 
tenant, who occupied the premiſes before 
my miſtreſs, and it had been ſhut up for 
| ſeveral years, after being converted into a 
repoſitory for old uſeleſs lumber and 
worn- out furniture. At the commence- 
ment of the plot, it was thought of as a 
proper place to hold their treaſonable 

| K 3 aſ- 
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aſſemblies in'; and my miſtreſs, after trying 
allargg,bunch of old keys, at laſt found 
thoſe which belonged to the door into the 
garden, and that which opened to the 
court: by the latter a number were made 
for the uſe of the et ue the 
reſt the coumt (though he had never made 
uſe of it till the cirtumſtances of the con- 
| ſpiracy had encouraged him to preſs his 
ſuit to my miſtreſs) had been preſented 
with one, from the firſt agitation of the 
Theme, When her huſband conceived 
kopes of His eſcape, he ſent her private 
| intelligence thereof By means of his phy- 
fician, who Was devoted” to his intereſt, 
direding Ber to expect him every night 
till be arrived, as foon as it was dark, in 
the room where Their conſultations ufed 
to be held. The very night he arrived 
the count had pitched upon for his laſt 
attempt. e ter himſelf in, he was 
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' proceeding to the garden to enter the 
houſe, when to his equal ſurpriſe and 
ſatisfaction he found my miſtreſs reading 
in the room. Encouraged by the certain 
abſence of her huſband, the diſtance of 
the place from the houſe, the impoſſibility 
of her alatming her ſervants, irritated by 
her late contemptuous repulle, and in- 
flamed by his ungovernable paſſion, after 
a ſhort and unſucceſsful parley, he re- 
ſolved not to loſe an opportunity which 
he might never have again. Seizing her 
with the utmoſt violence he threw her on 
the floor, when in che ſtruggle to effect his 
purpole, : a ſhort hanger that he wore (and 
in the heat of his purſuit had neglected 
to take off) being tilted up, was drawn by 
the weight of the filver hilt from the ſcab- 
| bard, and falling with the pommel to the 
ground, he caſt himſelf upon the point, 


17 blade pierced through his ſide, and 
_ 


104 ARGAL, oz THs 


my miſtreſs was in an inſtant covered with 
the effuſion of blood that OI * _ 
wound. 


: « Appaled at the horrors of mn 
death, and ſmarting with the anguiſh he 
ſuſtained, the count aroſe, bound up his 
ſide as well as he could, and wrapping his 
cloak about him, immediately made off 
by the way he came, juſt as my miſtreſs's 
buſband arrived as above related, and 
before ſhe had recovered from a fit, into- 
which the perturbation ſhe had under- 
gone had thrown her; recov ering from 
Which ſhe was near relapſing, on finding 
herſelf in the arms of a ſtranger of mean 
appearance as ſhe thought : but when her 
huſband's voice had corrected the miſtake 
occalioned by his diſguiſe, her terror was 
preſently forgotten in the excels of her 
ſucceeding j joy. She ſoon recovered (uffi- 


gien t 7 
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ciently to give him an account of all that 
had paſſed, and though his firſt ſenſations 


were to take ſignal vengeance on the exe- 
crable count, when my miſtreſs reminded 
him of the perilous predicament in which 
they ſtood, He as a ſtate priſoner, and her- 
ſelf as ſtill ſubject to the jealous appre- 
henfions of her kinſman and her prince, 
all vindictive meaſures for the preſent were 
ſuperſeded, in the conſideration of the 
immediate danger. of their preſent ſtate, 
and what were the moſt eligible ſteps they 
could purſue, They agreed that there 
was no ſafety for them where they were; 
my miſtreſs therefore ſlipping into the 
houſe, and putting her jewels and money 
in her pocket, returned with her confi- 
dential ſervant to her huſband, and they all 
three on the inſtant proceeded to the houſe 
of the Duke, before mentioned, who was 
his near relation. By great good luck he 
was at home and alone; on hearing what 
| had 
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had happened, he offered them his aſſiſt- 


- ance to eſcape, aſſuring them they had no 


time to loſe, laid before' them the neceſlity 
of an immediate ſeparation, ſent off his 
couſin (after he and my miſtreſs had 
agreed: on a place where they ſhould meet) 


. procured a carriage and ſervants, and un- 


- willing to truſt even his own domeſtics; 
hired a boat himſelf for the conveyance of 
her highneſs and her maid, who he equip- 
ped in man's apparel, accompanying them 
till he ſaw them ſafe on their journey; 
when by the affiduous villainy of the ex- 
aſperated count (who having no longer 
meaſures to keep, had diſcloſed her mar- 
riage to the ſovereign) they were appre- 
hendedand impriſoried as before deſcribed; 
In this fituation my miſtreſs, after a long 
confinement, ſhortly after I came into her 
| poſſeſſion, died broken with grief, the vic= 
tim of ſtate intrigue and diſappointed love: | 
_ 
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CHAP, IX. 
Argal relapſes into an inferior Station, and 
gradually aſcends again. — Female Vanity 
triumphant over Virtue. 


Oo after the death of my miſtreſs 1 

FI was appropriated by her laundreſs, 
whom I found inhabited a ſmall houſe of 
a tolerable decent appearance, in the 
ſuberbs of the town. Oa our arrival we 


were let in by the daughter, a beautiful 


damſel about eighteen years of age, of 
whom her mother enquired if the gen- 
tleman was at home,—* No,” replied the 
other, He went according to cuſtom, as. 
ſoon as it was dark, to take his walk, and 
I don't ſuppoſe we ſhall ſee him till bed- 
time. It is very ſtrange', ſays the mo- 
ther, © who can he be? he calls himſelf 
Saunders, -but you know his linen, which 


.. 


By 


is remarkable fine, is marked with a G. 
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By his never ſtiring out till night I ima- 
gined he was abſconding for debt, till laſt 
night, when I ſaw him ſpeak to the baliffs 
in behalf of our poor neighbour, when 
they were making the ſeizure of his effects 
for rent; beſides I ſaw him ſlip fomething 
into his band, ſo it can't be debt for 
which he keeps ſo cloſe. Pray has he 
made love to you yet, ſor he looks as if 
he could devour you, and you huſſey look 
as if you would not be ſorry if he did? 
No mother, indeed, replied the daugh- 


ter, with tears ſtanding in her eyes, che 


has never ſaid a word to me of chat ſort 
Fet. — Oh! what then you expect he will 
ſoon, if he has not het, and you ſeem ready 
to cry at your diſappointment; perhaps 
he expects you to, ſpeak firſt, which like a 


forward minx as you are, it is not unlikely 


3k but you may; but I ſee through all your 
; pretended OeNye with your doyneall 


Wel 
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looks, and your artful bluſhes when he 

| fixes his hawk's eyes upon your baby face. 
I warrant you there's rare doings when 
I'm out, between you both. 


« During this harrangue, which conti- 
nued in the ſame ſtyle a conſiderable time, 
ſhe made occahonal application to a bot- 
tle depoſited i in a cupboard at her elbow, 
at length the warmth of her repeated ſaps 
unlocking the ſprings of real envious 
ſecret diſcontent, with heightened colour 
and exalted voice The continued, and 
there,” ſays ſhe, that old villain your 
grandfather to give you all, and take no 
more notice of me than if I was a dog: 
what if I did marry the corporal, a cleverer 
fellow never trod in neat's leather, and all 
his fault was imitating his betters, nothing 
but drinking aud gaming, and if he ſpent 
all I had he was welcome to it, it was 

45: my 
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my on was not it? Why don't you an- 
ſwer you wretch! was it not my own, 
tell me that? She was now ſo exaſpe- 
rated by the immoveable ſilence of her 


4 daughter (who liſtened to all ſhe ſaid with 
the moſt provokingindifference) that ſhe 


foamed with paſhon, when rifing from ber 


ſeat and clenching her fiſt.— Then' ſhe 
cried, © You mult take advice, and put 
yourſelf into chancery, out of my light 
you undutiful devil, out of my ſight or 
II fell you to,'—Here a ſmart rap at the 
door in an inſtant changed the ſcene, the 
old woman ſunk hickuping into her ſeat 


again, while the young one was ſeized. 


with ſuch a univerſal tremor, that ſhe 
could ſcarce fit upright, on hearing a per- 


Jon: haſtily paſs through the paſſage and 


aſcend the fairs. The mother now lean- 


ing her head back in her chair, and throw - 


ing her apron over her face, preſently fell 
| . faſt 


SILVER DEVIL, 111 


faſt aſleep, the other drawing a book from 
her pocket, began to read with great at- 
tention, which in about half an hour on 
her mother s giving ſigns of finiſhing her 
nap, ſhe carefully concealed again, who 
now waking, renewed the conference in 
milder terms, Sophy, ſays ſhe, in a whi- 
ning tone, You know I really love. you, 
but when I think how my firſt huſband's 
father uſed me, it overcomes my ſpirits 
and makes me mad ; I am ſorry, my dear, 
if I have ſaid any thing to terrify YOU, '— 
She then kiſſed, and ſoothed her, ſobbing 
as if ſhe underwent the moſt exquiſite di. 
ſtreſs, Sophy however inſenſible ſhe had 
appeared to her mother's violent beha- 
viour, was by no means ſo to her endear- 


ments; ſhe wept bitterly, returned her 
careſſes, and begged: her to reſtrain her 
tears, reminding her that in three years 
ſhe ſhould. be of age, when it would be as 

BEM much 
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| much i in her power as it was 1n : her will to 
be her friend, They were now pretty well 


compoſed, when the mother reſumed the 
ſubject of their lodger above, who had 


_ Juſt come in, —* Depend upon it, ſays ſhe 


he is a gentleman, and if you mind your 
cards, who knows what may happen, he 
certainly 1s fond of you, and whatever his 


preſent intentions are, it depends vpon 


you to make an honourable agreement, or 


at once put a period to his hopes. 


Such was the inconſiſtent behaviour of 
this woman, whoſe vulgarity in the former 
part of the dialogue put her on a level 
with the loweſt of her ſex, and ſhe after- 


| wards ſeemed anxious for the preſervation 


of her daughter' s honour, a laudable pro- 
penſity that ſhe expreſſed in terms of 


propriety, which beſpoke her of another 
L claſs. f 
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My miſtreſs was the daughter of an inn- 
keeper in a large country town, where her 
firſt huſband was quartered; he was then 
a lieutenant univerſally eſteemed for his 
honour, humanity and courage; he was 
remarkably handſome, and well endowed 
with. all thoſe accompliſhments which 
make ſuch havock in a female heart. Gay, 
and unmindful of the: conſequences, he 
yielded to the impreſſions made on: him, 
by the then blooming charms of his land- 
lord's daughter, and determined (if he | 
could: ſucceed, without deviating from a 
downright breach of that honour to which 
he had hitherto adhered) to obtain the 
Fair Maid of the Caſile, as ſhe was then 
called, to gain her affections, and to 
carry off the prize ; to which, the- pride 
he took in ſucceeding, with a girl, where 
ſo many of his preceding competitors had 
failed, might poſſibly as much conduce, 

L 3 as 
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as the pleaſure the conqueſt might afford. 
The firſt week after he had adopted this 
juvenile deſign, he confined himſelf to re- 
connoitring the diſpoſition of the enemy, 
and like a prudent general, determined 
not to run the hazard of a miſcarriage by 
a too precipitate attack. In the courſe of 

his obſervation, he had reaſon to think 

ſhe had withſtood every overture to which 

a handſome girl is liable in a capital inn, 

upon a public and frequented road ; this 

was corroborated by the confeſſion of all 
dis brother officers, 'who had each in his 


© turn beſieged: her with the uſual artillery 


ol flattery, promiſes and preſents; ſome of 
whom tho” gentlemen of high rank, and 
tritt honour, had not heſitated to promife 
her marriage, which none intended to 
perform, and ſome of them could not, be- 
ing married men themſelves. The lieute- 
nant however, never r had any thing of this 


to 
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to anſwer for, he was in fact what the o- 
thers were only in pretence, who vexed 
to ſee him preſerve ſuch a character, ſo 
ſingularly good, were eager to embark him 
in an intrigue which they did not doubt 
would involve him in the ſame circum- 
ſtances with themſelves ; they having be- 
come the ridicule of the object of their 
gallantry, and all her companions, to whom 
ber vanity induced her to boaſt, of every 
conqueſt ſhe had made; while her virtue 
enjoyed the triumph of recounting the 
| ardour of her lovers, and her own immacu- 
late conduct, in their numerous defeats. 


Tho' the lieutenant was by far the 
handſomeſt, and on account of the many 
other amiable qualifications he polleſſed, 
the moſt calculated to ſucceed, he was. nof 

ſo conceited, as to boaſt the ſuperiority he 
had by theſe Advantages alone. His firſt 
3 effort was to diſcover the real motive of 


- - her 
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her conduct, which both her air and other 
well known ſymptoms, forbid him to a- 
feribe to inſenſibility; an accident ſoon: 


furniſhed him with an opportunity, to 


find that vanity was the rulitig paſſion in 


her heart. Having ſtaid at home one field 
day, on account of a hurt in his foot, he 


had come down unpereeived into the 


parlour, generally occupied by his meſs, 


which had been originally part of the 
room where the family uſually ſat, but as 
it was thought too large, and they being 


in want of another, it was divided into 
two by a thin partition; he had not ſat 


long before he heard the voices of the 
young lady and another perſon, which he 
preſently, knew to be that of the fat houſe- 
keeper to A certain booby country ſquire. 
In the courſe of their converſation he ga- 
thered, that the former had entered into an 
agreement with the latter, on her alliſting 

in 
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in the accompliſhing of a marriage be- 
_ tween herſelf and her maſter, to pay her a 
certain ſum within a ſtipulated time, At 
this gentleman's houſe he had often viſited, 
and had occafioned a violent commotion 
in the boſom of his maiden ſiſter, a diſ- 
creet virgin of thirty years of age, Who 
ſpoke of him as the handſome lieutenant, 
and was indeed enamoured of him to the 
greateſt degree. He now liſtened with the 
utmoſt attention, When he learned that 
the ſquire tho“ deeply ſmitten, was too 
apprehenſi ve of the aſſiduities of the offi- 
cers quartered at the houſe, to make any 
honourable propoſals as yet, till they were 
gone; when if no conſequences enſued, 
there were hopes it might ſtill be brought _ 
about, and that he was more particularly 


jealous of himſelf. But, ſays the houſe- 
keeper, © I'll tell you a good joke: Our 
young lady is dying for love of him, and 

told 
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told my maſter plainly t other day, that if 
he would not undertake it, ſhe would ſind 
other means to make her affections for him 


known, and as ſhe has been particularly 
civil: to me ever ſince, 1 ſuppoſe I ſhall: 
ſoon be employed on that account; to be 
ſure he is a charming fellow, how hand- 
ſome, then ſo genteel and engaging; all 
the girls are agog, ſhe'II never get him, 
tho! there's no ſaying what money may 
do, Why my Year:iwhatoithe: matter 
eee look well.“ 33D 77001 it p! 2115 
„„ bitts 547 to SvilooconGg:., 


A © There WAS A two-fold ronſan. for. the. 
ee in my miſtreſs :s countenance, 
which occaſioned the obſervation of her 
, companion, Phe cool, tho polite he- 


© haviour of the heutenant, had-i an fact ſtung 


8 to the heart; he had been aware, that 
to offer incenſe at à ſhritie where it was 
| notonly laviſhed, but expected 0 a matter 
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ol courſe, was not the way to ſucceed in 
any petition he might make to this idol 
of the ſcarlet cloth; but if he could once 
"Rattle her by indifference and negleR; it 
Was impoffible to ſay what might be the 
event; he knew alſo that the value of an 
| acquiſition, was often enhanced by the 
difficulty of attainment ; and he was not 
ſo very blind, and deſlitute of ſelf-eſti- 
mation, as to be ignorant that he was 
generally regarded by the fair ſex with a 
favorable eye. On this plan he condu cted 
"himſelf, and was fo far from paying her 
any compliments, or taking any of thoſe 
liBetties, ſometimes aſſumed by his boiſ- 
terous allociates, that he did not even aſ- 
ſent to the fulſome adulation ſhe often 
received before his face, treating her with 
a degree of reſpect, into which he threw 
A tenderneſs, whenever he had occaſion to 
addreſs her, at once defying the power of 
her 
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Her charms, piquing her pride, undermi- 
ning her diſdain, alarming her affections, 
and involving her in perplexity and doubt; 
a mode of proceeding which was the more 
dangerous, as it ſo well concealed the 
end at which it was aimed. But there Was 
another cauſe: for her manifeſt diſorder, 
which co- operating with the firſt, in ſpite 
olf all her art to ſuppreſs it, betrayed the 
inward ſenſations, of her heart. She hated, 
and was hated by the fiſter of the ſquire, 
with all that inveteracy which female riyal- 
hip could inſpire ; ſhe being the moſt de- 
ſirable, as the other was the moſt wealthy 
- woman in the town ; and the Jatter had 
.not as yet forgot, that ſhe had once loſt 
2 lover, on whom ihe doated, by the i in- 
tervention of my miſtreſs, whom he in- 
tended to have married, but died belore 
the wedding day.” 
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© To the ſquire? s houſekeeper ſhe pre- 
tended. a ſudden pain in her temple, which 
ſhe bathed with hungary water, and ſoon 
after her viſitor departed. On her being 
left alone, ſhe ſat ſome minutes with her 
eyes fixed upon the fire, quite loſt in 
thought; at laſt - Marry that wretch,“ 
ſhe exclaimed, * and never ſay one civil 
thing to me ; love him indeed, ſo ſhe well 
may, who can help it ! he is made for 
love: No, no, indeed miſs Deborah, he is 
not deſigned for you, and that old fool 
to think that he is to be bought, but if 
he is, I'll be included i in the bargain; the 
devil is in the fellow, ſure he is made of 
different materials from his fooliſh breth- 
ren, ſkipping about, chattering and grin- 
ning at one all day long, with their odi- 
ous ſurſeiting common place rubbiſh, and 
then to have him picked up at laſt by 


that ug] 7 ill conditioned » pig's faced thing, 
M Debby 
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Debby Kitesfoot. Let what will be the 
conſequence Gil ſpoil her ſport, ere Il. 
be infulted every time 1 ſtir out with the | 
fight of her hanging on his arm, even i 
I'm obliged to receive him within my 
on. She then ſtept up to the glaſs, and 
being perfectly ſatisfied with the informa- 
tion ſhe received, and the reflections of 
that faithful friend, putting on a new cap, 4 
ſhe waited his arrival, fully determined 
to begin her operations the moment he 
appeared. In the mean time the lieu- 
tenant, who had not loſt a ſingle word, 
ſlipped out at the back Hor, and going 
round the houſe, came in at the front. 
Unwilling to give her reſolutions | in bY” 
favour time to cool, he contrived to 
have a tete-a-tete with her, in which ſhe 
rallied him moſt unmercifully on the re- 


port of his intended marriage with her 
intended enemy. He was too great an 


vor” | 
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adept, after what he had heard her ex- 
preſs, not to improve the ad vantage he 
had gained, ſo that after a very few inter- 
views ſhe agreed to ſurrender on his giv- 
ing her ſufficient ſecurity to reze her 
rival, 3 


To accelerate the conſummation of his 
wiſhes, it happened that the *ſquire, ap- 
prehenſive his ſiſter ſhould expoſe her- 
felf, undertook to make propoſals in her 
behalf, this he did at the very critical 
juncture when the lovers were deliberating 
how to ſatisfy my miſtreſs's ſcruples, arif- 
ing from a poſlibility that he might ſtill 
marry her rival afier ſhe had given him 
the deareſt proof of her now unbounded 
love. He therefore wrote a polite, but 
ſtrong and unequivocal rejection of the 
ſquire's overture, which he intruſted to 
her care to deliver, a circumſtance which 
JAL M2 highly 
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7 highly gratified h her ſpirit for humiliating 
the object of her Kath: 'The articles 'of 
capitulation being thus bgned, the garth= 

fon was given up, and the conqueror 
marched i in with all the honouts of war; 


while the fair maid of the caflle, who had 


for three years and upwards, withſtood 


the repeated attacks of innumerable offers, 


fondꝭ of liberty, impenetrable to the charms 


of wealth or: love, fell the ſacrifice of a 
, vanity, which was not proof againſt neg- 


lest, and the , triumphant r of 
ne OS of, Pa Benf 
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conlimed.— The conſequences of Precipita- 

OY tion. 4 certain preventative againſt the 
"intrufion of a Huſband applied with equal 
N ap to Aae, and ſecurity to the 


', Gallant... 


HORTLY after the final determing- 
| tion of this event, the lieutenant 
was removed to a ſtation about fifty 
leagues from the ſcene of the laſt recited 
tranſaction. In another month my miſtreſs 
felt the effects of her amour, and in half 
that time, by the indefatigable vindi ctive 
affiduity of Miſs Deborah Kitefoot, it be- 
came the common topic of all the tea 


tables in the town, who deſcanted on it 
with a degree of malignity proportioned 
to the univerſal admiration ſhe had long 
in{pired ; the triumph at her misfortune 
being greatly heightened! by a circum- 

„ ſtance 
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fiance in itſelf ſufficient to feed the malice 
of her female Friends. This was the bank- 
ruptcy of her father, who, had till then 
been eſteemed ; a map of large undoubted 


e iN K * 
C ' Impoveriſhed in ber fortane; de- 
ſpiſed on the very ſpot where ſhe had ſo 
Jong been envied, and treated wich a re- 
ſpect beyond her ſphere in life, i in a fit of 
deſpair ſhe packed up her cloaths one 
morning early, and walking five miles to 
the next town, procured a place i in a car- 
riage, which went through that where her 

N lover was on duty, ta whom, ſhe repre- 
ſented what. had. paſſed, ſetting forth the 
miſerable ſtate to which ſhe was reduced, | 
in ſuch perſuaſive terms, that overcome 
by the powerful effects of beauty united 
with diſtreſs, he ſuffered the keeneſt anx- 


iety of lelf-reproach, and ſuch was the 


im- 
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impartial juſtice of his ſharp remorſe, that 

it was not at all alleviated by the conſider- 
ation how much ſhe had been wanting 
to herſelf in the whole courſe of their in- 
trigue, ;and:that he was as little, or per- 
baps not at all indebted to her partiality 


to him, when compared to the acknow- 
-ledged influence of her diſappointed 
pride. According to the rules of modern 
profligacy, he ſhould have renewed his 
intercourſe with her, till ſatiated and tired 
with reiterated enjoyment, he fhould 
through the never failing channel of a 
friend, have conſighed her to proſtitution, 
; Infamy, and want. 


But unfortunately for his reputation in 
the annals of de hauch, he inherited ſome 
qualities, which, to a man of gallantry, are 
not only ſuperflyous, l but an incumbrance, 
| and re, o bis flagitious ſame ; 
A ttheſe 
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:heſe were gratitude, honour and huma- 


nity, ſwayed by whole dictates, he was 
weak enough to imagine, that he was 
under the higheſt obligation to her for 
favours that had been the means of her 
dilgrace; that he was bound to be her pro- 
tector while ſhe lived, and that her preſent 
ſituation required the utmoſt effort of his 
alleviating love With theſe/:ſenſations 
he placed her in a comfortable ſituation 
during his abſence on an expedition, 
which proved as unfortunate as it was ill 
concerted, whence he returned with the 
rank of major, but wounded ſo danger- 
ouſly, that it was the unanimous opinion 
of the faculty he. could not ſurvive the 
conſequence long, though ke might poſ- 
ſibly linger ſeveral weeks before he died. 
Impelled by the ſame maxims by which 
he had always regulated his unblemiſhed 


condutt, and refleQing that when he died 
- ; * my 
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my; miſtreſs would be left deſtitute, | well 
aſſured that his father would never con- 
ſent to his reſolution in her favour (as be 
prided himſelf on being diſtantly allied to 
a peerage, which had long been dormant, 
and was not without hopes by means of an 
hondurable marriage between his ſon and | 

a female of the houſe, to revive it in bis c 
on ſamily) to inſure the penſion after 
bis deceaſe; he married her forthwith, 
when, contrary to the phyſical, ſentence 
paſſed upon bim, the excellence of his 
_ _conſticution, (having never been impaired 
by exceſſes ſo frequently given into by the 
gentlemen of the cloth) he recovered, and 
bis health was perfectly - re-eſtabliſhed, 
though he was from the moment of his 
marriage an alien to bis father's: heart, 
who would never — . or * 
of him _ | 
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The conduct of his wife but ill repay- 
ed the affection of his own; haughty, ex- 


travagant and vain, ſhe added one to the 


many hundred proofs, that the man who 
marries his miſtreſs, ſeldom fails to make 
himſelf a fcourge; and there are very few 
exceptions where ſhe does not take ſevere 
revenge for all the humiliations ſhe has 


| undergone as ſuch, when elevated to the 


honours of a wife. The preſent inſtance 


Vas not one of them. She grew turbu- 


tent; diſſatisfied, and jealous when he was 
at home, and when abroad with the regi- 
ment ſhe contracted debts, which on bis 
return he was very ill qualified, 'though | 
. obliged to pay. At length, diſcarded by 
his parents, ' forſaken by his friends, and 


unhappy with his wife, he ſought a deſpe- 
rate command, where he found the end 


of all his troubles, and fell covered 
with wounds and honour in a foreign 
field, 


19 
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field. leaving my miſtreſs a widow of five 
and twenty, and his daughter ſix months 


old. 


C No ſooner was he Rl than many of 
thoſe, who had avoided him on account 
of his embarraſſed ſituation when alive, 
began to pity him, lamenting the circum- 
ſtances of his death, and as he was no 
longer i ina condition to alk for their aſſiſt- 
ance, they found out that he was poſſeſſed 
of virtues they had never ſeen before. To 
thoſe my miſtrels applied, and as long as 
ſhe confined her (plicitations to the exer- 
tions of their good offices with her father- 
in-law, they complied, But all their oe” 
forts were in vain, he looked on her as the 
cauſe of his ſon's misfortunes and unhap- 
py death, and reprobated her with the 
molt bitter execrationus, ſwearing he would, 
never {ee or relieve her, or the offspring of 

| their 


But when the - ſuſceptibility of age had 
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their marriage, though periſhing for want. 


mollified his heart, he ſo far relaxed, that 
at the interceſſion of the deareſt friend of 
his departed ſon, he conſented to ſee his 
grand daughter, when he was ſo far engag- 
ed by her innocence, beauty, and reſem. 


blance of his ſon, that he took her home, 


keeping her with him for the ſhort re- 


mainder of his life, making Vill in ber fa 
vour, by which he left her every ſhilling he 


was worth, but with ſuch reſtrictions to 
the prejudice of her mother, that every 
artifice of law was practiſed, to debar her 
from the ſmalleſt benefit thereof, and pre- 
vent the daughter's giving her the leaſt, 
"relief. 


«1e this reſentment” of the old gentle 
man was kindled againſt her, by her ill 
behaviour in the lifetime of her huſband, 

: 1 it 
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it had not been at all mitigated by her 


ſubſequent proceedings. Her firſt ſtep 


was to forfeit her penſion by a marriage 


with a handſome ſtripling, who had been 


a corporal in her huſband's corps; he had 


been diſcharged on account of ſome diſ- 


graceful action, for which he had narrow- 


ly eſcaped a halter; but having the good 


fortune to be brother to the colonel's miſ- 


treſs, the affair had, at his interceſſion, 


been compromiſed, and he was only broke 


with ignominy. With this fellow it was 


ſtrongly ſuſpected ſhe had a criminal con- 
nection before her huſband's death, and 
his inducement to marry her was her ſhare 
of her father's property on his death, 


amounting to a few hundreds; his affairs | 


having been made up after his failure, 
which appeared to have been more the 
conſequence of indolence and ſpeculation 
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in agriculture, than any deficiency in his 
accounts, 


While the money laſted, which was not 
long, they went on with tolerable com- 
fort to themſelves, but this being ex- 
hauſted, the uſual conſequence enſued. 
My miſtreſs one day reflecting with horror 
on approaching want, -and what courſe 
they ſhould: purſue, to turn this evil from 
the door, happened to fit oppoſite a 
glaſs, (on what {mall accidents do our 
greateſt undertakings depend) ſhe ſaw her- 
ſelf, and that view convinced her ſhe ſtill 
had one reſource. Sbe was ſufficiently 
acquainted with the diſpoſition of her 
huſband, to know he would conſent to 
any thing which ſupported him in idle- 

neſs and drink. By degrees, after a moſt 
| pathetic repreſentation of their indigent 
cendition, ſhe hinted to him, that ſhe was 
| willing 
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willing to undergo any thing for his ſake, 
entered into a nice diſcrimination between 
the proſtitution of the perſon, and the 
mind, and finding he ſtill liſtened without 
ſhewing any ſignal of diſguſt, ſhe at 
length plainly propoſed that he ſhould give 
her opportunity to purſue a plan ſhe had 
formed for retrieving their affairs. She 
then proceeded to acquaint him that ſhe 
had long attracted the notice of a certain 
peer, well known in the annals of licen- 
tious fame, who ſeemed. to be ſo deeply 
enamoured of her charms that he would 
ſpare no expence to accompliſh his deſires. 
To this he had no objection, and after 
ſome debate it was agreed, that ſhe ſhould 
give him ſufficient encouragement to make 
an aſſignation, when he and his witneſſes 
being properly diſpoſed, the common ex, 
pedient of a proſecution, or an ample _ 
compenſation for huſh money, (the gallant * 
NZ being 


- 
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being a married man) with a commiſſion 
for the huſband, was to terminate the 
amour, and deliver them from further dif- 
ficulties; but the event proved very dif- 


ferent from what they expected from this 


well concerted ſcheme. 


« « His lordſhip being admitted as a vi- 
ſitor by the lady two or three times, (when 


ſhe always contrived on various pretences 


to poſtpone the conſummation of his de- 


fires) it unfortunately happened, that 
it -entered into the head of one of the 


intended witneſſes, that he ſhould get . 
more by reyealing the buſineſs to the 


peer, than the trifling gratuity (offered 
12 by the huſband) as an evidence, on which 
he immediately diſcloſed the whole, and 
received a handſome preſent for his pains ; 


and finding the other witneſs, by his ac- 


count, was a fellow of the ſame ſtamp, the 
| peer 
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peer ſent for him, and made him a preſent 
to the ſame amount, alſo promiſing them. 
as much more if they would follow his: 


inſtruions on the day appointed, and to 
pay all expences in the execution of his 


counterplot. He then directed them to 
get their employer to a public houſe, two 


hours before the time of action, and under 
pretence of drinking ſucceſs to the under- 
taking, to make him drunk ; but leaſt this, 
ſhould fail, or they ſhould play him booty, 
he aſſociated his own ſervant with them, 


who was to come in as a ſtranger very, 


much in liquor, and treat the whole com» 
pany till they were all in the ſame condi- 
tion. : 


© Every thing being prepared, his lord- 


| ſhip went at the appointed hour, and to 


the utter aſtoniſhment (though no great 
_ diſpleaſure) of my miſtreſs, reaped without 


N 3 any 
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any interruption the fruits of his ingenu- 
ity. In vain was the concerted ſignal 
made, no huſband and witneſſes appeared; 
when it was not till an hour after his lord- 
ſhip's departure, that he was brought 
home, litterally ſpeaking, dead drunk; 
and this adventure had a more tragical 
_ concluſion than any of the parties had 
| foreſeen ; for the corporal finding he was 
drinking at free coſt, preſently drowned 
all recollection of paſt, preſent, or to 
come, pouring down liquid fire, in ſuch 
capacious draughts of raw ſpirits, that he 
was 'carried to his bed in the condition 
above mentioned, from which he never 
roſe again, 


RE CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 
The intoxication of Vanity, fo deſtructive to 
the Heart, ſucceeded by one as deftrufive to 
the Head. He changes his ſervice. 


HE remainder of her hiſtory will 

be compriſed in very few. words. 
Freed from the reſtrictions of her depart- 
ed ſot, ſhe entered into the profeſſion to 
which ſhe was obligated for her liberty, 
and placing all ſhe had done to the account 
of the deceaſed, ſor ſome time drew a 
comfortable ſubſiſtence from his lordſhip's: 
bounty. On his marriage ſhe levied con- 
tributions on the public, being a new face, 
with very good ſucceſs, when the chapter 
of accidents began to fail her, and ſome” 
ill fortune incident to the profeſſion ſhe 
had taken up, overwhelmed her with 
poverty and diſtreſs, until ſhe accidentally 
one night ſollicited the company of an 
2 elderly 
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elderly gentleman, who, after ſhaking her 
off, uttered an exclamation of ſorrow and 
ſurpriſe, when the directly knew him for 
the ancient friend of her huſband, who had 
been the-means of introducing her daugh- 
| ter to his father s care, and had been for 
| ſeveral years abroad. Having made up a 


| plaufble ſtory to excite his compaſſion, he 


gave her ſomething to ſupply her preſent 


wants, and ordered her to ſee him the next 


day. The intermediate time ſhe employ- 


e in conſidering what advantages ſhe 


could make of this fortunate event. She 

then recollected that her daughter (about 
whom ſhe had given herſelf no concern, 
and who had continued at the ſchool 
where [ſhe had been placed by her grand- 
father under the care of his executor and 
truſtee) had an independant fortune. The 
next day the waited on the old gentleman, 


from whom the received a handſome 


2 USL 3 by prefent 
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preſent, and who, after much good advice, 
(of which he might have ſpared himſelf 
the trouble) promiſed to intereſt himſelf 
in her future welfare, and accordingly ſet- 
tled her in the fituation of a laundreſs at 
court, an office ſhe executed by means of 
ſubordinate hands, while ſhe drew a ſa- 
lary with which ſhe might have lived with 
competence and eaſe. Ever reſtleſs, tur- 
bulent, and weak, inſtead of enjoying with 
decency the comforts ſhe had obtained, 
and the profits ſhe made of her firſt floor, 
with which ſhe might have appeared in a 
line of life beyond mediocrity, no ſooner 
was ſhe ſettled, than ſhe began to refume 

the conſideration by what means ſhe could 

make an advantage of her daughter's for- 
tune, for which purpoſe, ſhe conſulted'a 
pettifogger with whom ſhe had got ac- 
quainted ſince her huſband's death. 
| Be- 
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1 Between them they gave the truſtee ſo 
much trouble, that to be rid of them he 
threw Sophia into Chancery, when her 


property being ſecured, the guardianſhip 
of her perſon was adjudged, till further 
orders, to her mother, who, diſappointed 
in her pecuniary views, ſought for com- 


fort in thoſe obliterating draughts which 


had proved ſo fatal to her ſpouſe; the 
125 temporary frenzy of which al ways operat- 
ed on the innocent and accompliſhed girl, 


who ſhe abuſed with the utmoſt maligni- 
ty, till the ſtrength of her lungs being ex- 
hauſted, and the vehemence ſupported 


by the ſpirit of her potations evaporating 


together, ſhe generally ſunk into a degree 
of, fawning ſexvility, as abject as her 
drunken fit had been arrogant and malign; 
| ſuggeſted by the conſideration that it was 
not her intereſt to exaſperate her daugh- 
1 Bens. who might have it in her power to 


deliver 


ew” 
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deliver her from the conſequences of her 
extravagance when ſhe came of age; a 
ſpecimen of which contraſted behaviour 
ſhe had given (as related) in the very 
ſhort time J had been in her poſſeſſion, 
equally productive of dilguſt. | 


© To return to that period, which has 
been ſo long interrupted by the former 
part of my miſtreſs's life—The'commence- 
ment of the reconciliatory dialogue between 
the mather and the daughter, was broke 
in upon by the entrance of their lodger, 


who addrefiing the mother ſaid, I be- 


lieve, madam, my week is up to · day, 


preſenting her with a piece of gold, and 
receiving me among other pieces in ex- 


change, he then took leave with a look in 
which was blended tenderneſs and reſpe& 
to the lovely girl, and declining their in- 
vitation to fit down, | he returned with 


me 
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me in his pocket up "OI and preſently | 
retired. for the night - but not to reſt. | 


Ik I was ſurpriſed at the firſt Goht of a 

. perſon of his figure in ſuch a ſituation, I 

was more ſo to find he was a gentleman 

of a genteel eſtate, and nearly related to 

one of the principal perſons concerned in 

the late treaſonable plot; from entering 

into which, he had in vain endeavoured 

to diſſuade his infatuated kinſman. Fore- 

ſeeing its miſcarriage, and apprehenſive 

that the prodigality and rapacity of the 

prince might induce him to confiſcate the 

IM eſtates, not only of the conſpirators them- 
ſelves, but allo thoſe of their relations and 
1 dependants, he went with the utmoſt 
| anxiety to conſult a gentleman, who by 
the Patronage of my maſter's father, had 
riſen from an inferior clerk i in a public 
office, to a ſtation where he had accumu- 
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lated a princely fortune. This worthy 
perſonage, after due confideration, ſug- 
geſted an expedient for the preſervation 
of the eſtate, in caſe he was involved in 
the fate of his kinſman. This was, 
that he ſhould execute purchaſe deeds of 
the premiſes to him, and to prevent acci- 
dents he would immediately make a will, 
bequeathing my maſter a ſum' equivalent 
to the full value thereof, 


© With an implicit confidence in one 
whom he had ſuch great. reaſon to ima- 
gine was his ſincere friend, he went to their 
common attorney, and giving him an ac- 
count of the buſineſs in hand, the neceſ- 
ſary deeds were drawn and executed with- 
out delay. When all fears upon his own 
account had ſubſided, he went to his 
friend to cancel the deeds, the ſubſiſtence | 


of which were no longer needful for the | 
O ſafety 
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ſafety of his. property. At firſt he met 
with a difficulty in finding him at home or 
diſengaged, and when at laſt he obtained 
an interview, he was ſor a long time ter- 
rified with repeated repreſentations of the 
Rill dangerous predicament in which he 
ſtood; but this being obviated by the 
proclamation of a general pardon from the 
ſovereign (who. wanted to reconcile all 
parties to himſelf ): he was adviſed by his 
friend to quit the kingdom, as his relation 
had been excepted therein by name, on 
account of his having twice before receiv- 
ed the royal clemency, and at length 
had fl:d the country. 


But as he now began to ſaſpea lis 
friend he choſe rather to remain in his 
| preſent habitation, where he had at firſt 
taken refuge in preference to emigration, 
being mare agreeable to himſelf, more | 

con- 
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convenient to his affairs, and where he 
would never be ſearched for, as he had 
changed his name. His ſituation was 
truly uncomfortable; he had ſtripped 
himſelf of his patrimony, and laid at the 
mercy of an unprincipled villain, who had 
taken advantage of his fears to obtain a 
legal title to his paternal lands, and he 
had nothing to depend on but a year's in- 
come, which he had brought with him to 
his preſent lodging. He was alſo deſpe- 
rately in love with, and equally beloved 
by the daughter of his hoſteſs, whoſe 
heart he had won without the allurement 
of intereſt in his preſent equivocal appear- 
ance, and he was overwhelmed with dif 
OR, horror and deſpair. Sho | 


The woven after I came into his poſs 
ſeſſion, having palled a ſleepleſs night, he 
had riſen and was eating his ſolitary meal, 
O 2 rumi- 


| dos on the -melancholy proſpect 
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which opened to bis view, when he receiv- 
ed viſit from the attorney who had pre · 
pared the fatal cauſe of all his woe. On 
my maſter's lamenting the conſequence 
theregf, © Yourg gentleman (replied the 
lawyer, the goodneſs of whoſe heart was 
apparent in the; benignity of his face) why 
would you be ſo poſitive, precipitate and 


p zaſh?. I haye often told you that the op- 
portynities my profeſſion afforded me of 
knowing this man, convinced me he was a 
villain ; he deceived ) your father, but he 


could not impoſe on me, he has now de- 
ceived, and thinks he bas undone his ſon; 


Is his avarice, be hugs himſelf i in the ſordid 


enjoyment of the reflection, that at the 


age of Gxty, he has outwitted a youth of 
twenty-one. 


His whole life has been a 
ſeries of deſpicable n and Jow 
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chicane; but the time is at hand when 
Juſtice ſhall demand her due. 


His numerous peculations are on the 
eve of being brought to light, and that by 
a channel he little thinks of. All his i im- 
menſe property will be ſwallowed up in 
the retribution which the defrauded pub- 
ſic claims, and your eſtate muſt have gone 
among the reſt. ; Of all the eſſentials ne- 
ceſſary for our good ſucceſs in life, nothing 
exceeds experience, and - happy are they 
who have an opportunity to acquire that 

valuable article, by obfervation on the 

miſtakes of others, or even by a timely 
ſenſe of their own errors, at a reaſonable 
and not deſtructive price. I congratulate 
you on this ſortunate event, of which 1 
hope you will make proper uſe, and I 
am happy in the agreeable reflection, that 
L have returned the obligation due to your 


03 worthy 
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worthy father, by the preſervation of his 
fon, \ There, fir, (continued he, pulling 
out of His pocket a parchment and a 
Paper, the latter being a copy of the for- 
| mer) go boldly and demand your writings. 
This parchment is a declaration of truſt, 
and power of revocation by which it appears, 
that the conveyance you have executed is . 
only: a ſettlement in truſt, to bar an entail 
of the eſtate, in which I alſo am a truſtce. 
There is a clauſe alſo in the conveyance 
which he little dreams of; for his extreme 
eagerneſs. to conclude the affair, as you 
may recollect, prevented his peruſing the 
deed itſelf, and I believe he might have 
been impoſed on, to have ſigned to his own 
deſtruttion. Go ſhew him the copy, and 
tell him the original is in my hands, he 
will not dare to mention it to me, or if he 
does, I have only followed the inſtructions 
he gave me, in ſuch a method as I thought 
i 2 maſt 
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moſt effectual myſelf, to anſwer thoſe pur- 


poſes he dared avow, though I have pre- 


vented him from ee, opera- 
tion to the ruin of yourſelf, TH I might 
have done by unfolding the N ee. to 
your own perception, but I had reaſons 
correſponding to your welfare, for giving 
you an undeniable ſtance of his bad i ine 
tents; go, and for the future be more 
upon your guard. c 


© It is impoſGble to deſcribe the ſenſa- 
tions of my maſter on this occaſion ; ſure 
priſe, joy, and gratitude acted ſo forcibly 
on his nerves, that like a child, he fairly 
bedewed the attorney with his tears, 
whom as his guardian angel he repeatedly 
embraced. On his departure he direaly 
went to the party, when having with 
much difficulty, by dint of bribing his 
domeſtics, obtained an interview, he 
| | peremp- 
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peremptorily demanded the writings of 
his eſtate, but meeting with nothing but 
fon e gave him the paper, telling 
him the Miginal was in the attorney's, care. 
Being with much perſuaſion prevailed on 
to read it, and finding it an abſolute de- 
feaſance of that in his own poſſeſſion, he 
exhibited, for à fe moments, a moſt ridi- 
culous picture of diſappointed avarice and 
detected fraud; but on reflection on the 
figure he made, he turned the whole into 
a jeſt, and delivered up the deeds, profeſ- 
ting that he had only diverted himſelf a 
little at his expence, and meant it as a 
leſſon to inculcate future circumſpeRion, 


22 lamenting the trouble and expence he had 


been at to fecure himſelf from a danger 
which exiſted only in his own imagina- 

tion, (here indeed he ſpoke the truth) 
and with the greateſt good-humour wiſhed 


Kim a n | | 
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With a light heart the young gentle- 
man returned to his lodgings, and imme- 
diately writing to his ſte ward t ſe up 
his equipage, he bired a genteel houſe in 
town, to which he foon removed; and to 
the utter aſtoniſhment of all who knew 
her, demanded his Sophia, (whom he had 
privately married on retrieving his eftate) 
as his wife, on whoſe mother he ſettled a 
comfortable annuity for her life; but of 
this 1 was not an eye-witneſs, as he had 
given me to the ſervant that had procured 
him the laſt interview with the perſon 
who would have deprived bim of his 


eſtate, by whom I was given in change to 
his maſter on that very day. r 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, XII. 


His new A. aſter, with perfect uniformity of * 


character, engages in anundertaking which 
e great advantage, but 1 is diſappoint- 
1 and the biter bit. 


FTER the fon laſt recited, 
it will be needleſs to fay any 


thing of the character of my new poſſeſſor, 


being ſufficiently repreſented as capable 
of any thing, for the glory of that king- 
dom which he will one day inherit. I 
was only witneſs to another unſucceſsful 
attempt of his conſummate villany, before 
T left him. Impoſed on by his ſpecious 
| hypocriſy, and profound ſkill in the art 
of diſſimulation, a gentleman, his diſtant 
relation, had left him guardian to his 
daughter, an only child with a large ſor- 
tune, which ſhe was to inherit on condi- 
tion 


2 
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tion ſhe married a particular perſon, be- 
tween whole father and the teſtator there 
had been a previous agreement. to that 
effect, to the no great ſatisfaction of their 
 reſpeQive children, who were only actu- 
ated by a convenient attachment for each 
other. But as the lady's father had ſet his. 
heart upon the match, he had bequeathed. 
one half of his wealth, in caſe of her tak- 
ing another huſband, unleſs the refuſal came 
from him, to my maſter, immediately on 
ſuch an event taking place, with the re- 
verſion of the remainder at her death 
provided nevertheleſ3 that her conduct was fuck 
as to give no juſt cauſe in the opinion of two 
impartial perſons, quite diſintereſted in the 
event, for his rejection of her hand. In whack 
caſe ſhe was to be liable to the ſame dimuni- 
tion and reſtritlion in her expectations, as ſhe 
would have been, had ſhe refuſed to marry him 
herſelf. — Here were two contingencies on 


which 
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which the guardian built his hopes of ac- 


quiring one moiety of the eſtate directly, 
and the other at a future day, to which 
he would be entitled either by her refuſal, 
of which there was little probability, or 
by the commiſſion of ſome diſhonourable 


aft to occaſion his, of which there was 


much leſs. 


Se. Though there was a greater difficulty 
to-pervert ker. principles, than to divert 
the courſe of what could ſcarcely be called 
her affeQion,, as he thought if he could 
effect an apparent deviation in the former 
ſo as to exaſperate her lover, (who was a 


rigid methodiſt) the latter would certainly 
be accompliſhed, he reſolved by ſome 
ſtratagem to inſpire him with. diſguſt at 
her principles; and he had good reaſons 


to flatter himſelf with being much aſſiſted 


1 a certain e irritability in her 


diſpo- 


SILVER DEVIL. 157 
diſpoſition, which was too impatient ever 
to pardon the leaſt ſuſpicion of her un- 
blemiſhed conduct, and moſt rigid adhe- 
rence to the rules of virtue. Could he 


therefore once repreſent her in ſuch a 
light, that her lover ſhould offend her be- 
yond forgiveneſs, he was ſure of her 
breaking off the match; or could he but 
embark her in any act of juvenile indiſ- 
cretion, or at leaſt what ſhould appear fo 
to him, he was quite certain of his doing > 
the ſame, both of which would equally 
anſwer his deſired end. For ſome time, 
however, he was undetermined on _what 
plan to proceed, but that he might not 
be wanting in a proper party, to take the 
advantage of any favourable circumſtance 
which might offer, he invited to his houſe 
a youth dependant on himſelf, who was 
admirably well qualified for the part he 
intended he ſhould act, either as a lover, 

P or 
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or in any other capacity, as occaſion 
ſhould require. At length the time of 
action drew on; on the publication of 
a maſquerade, his ward (who had never 
ſeen that entertainment) earneſtly deſired 
to partake of the diverſion, and that her 
ſtay might not be confined by the com- 
plaiſance due to a party, ſhe wiſhed to go 
with her guardian and a friend only, 


__ © Pleaſed with the hopes which he 
directly conceived that ſomething miglit 
ariſe to promote his grand deſign, he glad- 
ay conſented, and the rather as he knew 

| her lover (to whom this expedition was 

to be a ſecret) had been bred up in 
the ſtricteſt doctrine of puritanical zeal, 
and would look on ſuch a profane indul- 
cence with the utmoſt horror and con- 
tempt, could not ſail to reproach her with 
breach of promiſe, not to frequent thoſe 
in- 
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infamous aſſemblies, and perhaps expreſs 
his diſguſt in a manner which might ocea- 
ſion an irreparable breach. At firſt he did 
not think of reaping any further benefit 
from this exploit, but a little conſideration 
ſuſhiced to convince him, he might with 
addreſs make it productive of more effica- 
cious ends. Having tutored his depen. 
dant (at whoſe viſits and particular beha- 
viour to his miſtreſs; the lover had often 
taken umbrage, and who had been en- 
couraged with hopes of making himſelf 
maſter of the lady's perſon, and her life 
intereſt in the ample moiety of her large 
poſſeſſions) he contrived juſt before their 
ſetting out, to adminiſter a few grains of 
Ipecacuanha to his ward, by which means 
ſhe had not been there above - half an hour, 
before ſhe was taken ſo exceeding ſick that 
ſhe was obliged to return. He had before 
ordered his ſervant to go to the lover, 

t. 22 to 
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to © ans an appointment they had 


made ſor that night, to ſup out with a 


common friend of them both, with in- 
ſtruttion to ſay, Ile was gone to the maſ- 
guerade with miſs and the handfome gentle- 
man who came to their houſe ſo often'—this 
he did, foreſeeing that the gentleman,averſe 
as he was to ſuch a ſcene of folly, riot, and 
excels, might be tempted to go incog, to 
make obſervations on the effect it had on 
his intended wife, in which conjecture he 
was right. Are you ſure,” ſays he to the 
man, © that m/s is gone with them? and 
do you know what drefles they went in ?' 
© Yes, fir, ſays the fellow, they all tried 
their dreſſes on the day before yeſterday, 
my maſter looked juſt like the old man 
that was killed at the ſupper in the play 
laſt night, (which was Alexander) the 
young gentleman was like the king that 
killed him, and miſs had a little crown 

3 upon 
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upon her head, like the lady who was Rab- 
bed by the jealous queen.“ 


. Haying thus got the neceſſary infor- 
mation, he was determined to follow Alex- 
ander, Clitus, and Statira, and wrapping 
himſelf up in a domino, was preſently 
conveyed to a place, which nothing but 
his eager curioſity on the preſent intereſts 
ing occaſion, could have prevailed on him 
to enter. In the mean time, the gentle» 
man had returned in company with a wo» 
man of the town, properly tutored, of the 
ſame ſize, who having clothed herſelf in 
Statira's robes and all the decorations of 
that unfortunate princels, behaved herſelf 
with ſuch a degree of indecent levity, and 
was guilty of ſuch abſurd indecorum, giv= 
ing into every licentious liberty that the 
| Intoxication of the gaudy ſcene inſpired, 
that it was /no wonder her concealed 
73 eee 
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lover (as he thought himſelf) who was to 
near as to hear every word ſhe ſaid, from 
that moment conceived for her a moſt 
unſurmountable diſguſt, which was height- 
| ened. if it was poſſible, when on her being 
aiked what ſhe thought her intended 
would ſay, ſhe, according to her inſtrue- 
tions, burſt into an immoderate fit of 
laughter, then ridiculed his grave and 
auſtere diſpobtion, with the moſt provok- 
ing acerbity, and declared ſhe did not care 


what any body ſaid, who would be the 
means of preventing her enjoyment of 


ſuch enchanting pleaſures, as ſhe then ex- 
perienced; after which ſhe pretended to 
be taken ill, and w Was conduRted by the 
gentlemen aut of the houſe, which ſhe 
preſently re-entered ; in another habit to 
follow the calls of her profeffion, while 
two. more of the ſiſterhood, at a. ſignal | 
given, detained the lover there, and in 

5 ſpite 
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| ſpite of a ſlight inclination he felt to fol- 

low them and come to an immediate ex- 
planation with his miſtreſs, contrived to 
keep him a full hour; in the courſe of 
which, exaſperated as he was, he was 
tempted to give into the extravagances of 
the place, and two or three glaſſes of 
champaigne, to which he was totally un- 
accuſtomed, | ſent him home in a ſtate 
which he had never known before. | 


In the conduct of this buſineſs, my 
maſler had diſplayed moſt exquiſite ad- 
dreſs ; the great difficulty was, to obviate 
the explanation which might enſue on the 
ſubje& of his ward's being taken ill and 


retiting; he therefore made her repre- 


ſentative perform the ſecond part of the 
ſame exhibition, and as there was. not an 
hour between the departure of the origi- 
pal and the copy, and all circumſtances 

correſ- 
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correſponding, he was under no apprehen- 
fions of detection; as to his implements, 
they were entirely ignorant of the effects 
their conduct was to produce, for he never 


let them into more than was abſolutely 


neceſſary to inſure ſucceſs in the part they 
were aſſigned, and as he always paid well, 
he had a gang of wretches at his com- 
mand, ready to execute whatever he en- 
joined. The event is obyious, and ſur- 
paſſed his moſt ſanguine expeQations, 
The: lover difdaining at firſt, after what 
he had ſeen, to reproach her in perſon, 
fent her a long letter, diftated in a ſtyle 
of authoritative reſentment, mixed with 
puritanical commiſſerating infult at the 
diſcovery of her abandoned behaviour, 
and an expreſs refuſal to carry her father“ 
Plan into execution ; to which ſhe ſent an 
. diQtated 100 the offended pride of 


conſcious 
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conſcious virtue, ill calculated to promote 


a reconciliation. 


© Startled at this, and never dreaming 
that her reſentment would get the better 
of all conſideration for her intereſt, he 
determined to viſit her, With much dif- 
ficulty having got acceſs to her, on his 
entering into the ſubject, ſhe would not 
condeſcend to give him the leaſt ſatisfac- 
tion, and he not making any doubt of 
what he thought he knew by the evidence 
of his eyes and ears, (ber guardian, fox 


obvious reaſons, declining to interfere, 
and the lover having too great an antipa- 


thy to his dependant, to ſeck any intelli- 
gence from him) they parted with a mu- 
tual reſolution never to meet again, on the 
moſt inimical terms. But when he came 
to recollect what a fortune he ſhould loſe, 
and that poſſibly the imprudence ſhe had 

been 
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been guilty of, might be more the effects 


ok the ſcene in which ſhe was engaged, 


than any depravity of heart, which had 
before never indicated the leaſt tendency 
to be corrupt, . he determined to leave 
nothing uneſſayed to retrieve the favour 
he had loſt. But all his efforts were in 
vain, ſhe ablolutely refuſed to fee him, 
| avcided all places where ſhe was likely to 
meet him, and returned his numerous 
epiſtles as they came. At tength (her 
guardian, to ſave appearances, feebly 
interfering in his behalf) to be thorough- 
ly revenged, ſhe gave encouragement to 
the young dependant, who had not been 

deficient in improving the preſent poſture 
ol affairs, and in a few days delivered 
herſelf from further importunities, by 
EE giving him her hand. | 


a 1 is a true ſaying, That when rogues 
fall 
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fall out honeſt people come by their own. 
My maſter now hoped to reap the fruits 
of his contrivances, when all his expec- 
tations were fruſtrated by an unforeſeen 
blow from a quarter he little expected, 
which he in vain exerted all his art to 
turn alide. The. huſband of his ward, 
feeling himſelf hurt by the conſideration, 
that throughout the whole proceſs, he had 
been only conſidered as a tool, and har- 
bouring an ancient grudge againſt my 
maſter, for certain humiliating degrada- 
tions, neglects, and breaches of promiſe 
to provide for, and render him independ- 
ant, (which were never intended to be 
performed) thought he had now an op- 
partunity todo himſelf juſtice. In aday 
or two after his marriage, he hinted to his 
patron, that when he was at leiſure, he 
would wait on him to receive his wife's 
fortune. Fortune, . fir,” replied the 

| | other, 
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ther; you know ſhe is entitled to no- 
thing now by her marrying you, but the 
intereſt of one moiety for life, the rever- 
Bon of which is in me, and the principal 
ol the other half is a veſted intereſt, and 
already my own property. Fortune, in- 
deed, I think you are one of the moſt 
fortunate fellows I ever knew, but ſet a 
beggar on horſeback——' *« Sir,” replied 
the huſband, with great humility, (at the 
the ſame time reddening with a conſcious 
ſenfibility of the application of the pro- 
verb) © I believe my wife has done no- 
thing to forfeit her patrimony, ſhe has 
been refuſed by the perſon, who” by her 
father's will was nominated, we have proof 
of that, and I humbly apprehend— 
©You apprehend, what are your appre- 
henſions to me?“ interrupted my maſter, 
in a violent paſſion, I apprebend you 
are an inſolent ſcoundrel. You prove 
: | . 
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his refuſal! (entirely i ignorant of the letter 
the lover had firſt wrote to her the morn- 
ing after the maſquerade, in the heat of 
his indignation) has ſhe not married you 
privately ? damn you get out of my houſe, 
and never let me ſee your face again.“ 
A command he did not give him oppor- 
tunity to repeat, but inſtantly retired. 


The moment he got home, he drew 
up a caſe, ſtating the will of his wife's 
fathe:, with the letter from the angry 
lover above mentioned ; whereby it ap- 
_ peared, that her had rejected her in the 
moſt unequiyocal terms, and having ob- 
tained a favourable opinion of an eminent 
lawyer thereon, he ordered an attorney 
to wait on his late patron, ſhew him the 
whole, and threaten him with a ſuit, if he 
did not directly come to an account, which 
after a few ſubterfuges, he prefered to an 
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uncertain litigation, that in its proceſs 
would diſcover what it was ſo much his 
intereſt to conceal. 1 ſhould have men- 
tioned to you, that the day before the 
marriage, 1 paſſed into the hands of the 
huſband, at a game at quadrille, who 


being a Catholic, was married both ac- 


cording to the Proteſtant and Romiſh 
ceremonies uſed on that occaſion. At the 
latter of which, I was' preſented in a 


_ weighty purſe to the titular Catholic me- 


tropolitan before mentioned,” by which 4 
means the two receptacles of my divided 


ſpirit became the r of * hono- 
ray Prieſt. wn | 
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CHAP. XIII. 

He again enters into the fervice of the Fair 
Sex. A Step, from the Poorhouſe to a 
Palace. He approximates the Throne, A 
ſingular royal Expedition, and a ridiculous 

in ſtance of Female Caprice. | 


HE time now approached when I 

was to attend to the grand object 
of my miſſion. I therefore concentrated 
my eſſence i in that ſacred vehicle wherein 
it was originally lodged, which was pre- 
ſented in a few days after the laſt adven- 
ture, by the right reverend owner, to the 
mother of the then favourite at court, 


| (whoſe paſtor he was) well knowing he 
ſhould in good time receive an acknow- 
ledgement of three times the value in 
return therefor. If my ſormer miſtreſs 
ſeemed to have been born under unhappy 

WS: auſpices, 
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5 auſpices, ſome fortunate Planet preſided 
at the birth of this. She was the daugh- 
ter of a younger ſon of a family, which 


bad formerly been reckoned in that claſs 


of happy mediderity, denominated the 
gentry. But the numerous families of 
ſucceeding generations by dividing, had 
ſo diminiſhed the bulk of the eſtate by 
participation, (as they would not conde- 
ſcend to improve their, proſpects by the 
contamination of trade) that the deſcend - 
ants languiſhed under all the rigors of - 
mental and corporal ſufferings of ill con- 
traſted poverty and pride. At length my 
miſtreſs' s parents, after having exiſted 
(rather than enjoyed life) i in indolent ob- 
ſcurity to a good old age, left her a prey 
to the miſery concomittant to worldly 


BE want. Happily ſhe was too young to be- 


come the object of concupiſcent vice, and 
then was taken by that public reſervoir, for 
ſuch 


SILVER DEVIL: 173 


ſuch whom neither conſanguinity can 
claim, nor humanity will prote&,—the 
pariſh, In fact ſhe was nobody's, for all 
their endeavours were in vain to exonerate 
themſelyes, the family being extin@ in 
her, nor could ſhe be ſaid to — to 
any body. 


Whether owing to any ſuperiority of 
underſtanding, or the prevalence of blood, 
ſhe ſoon ſhewed (though ſhe enjoyed no 
peculiar advantages) ſhe was infinitely 
ſuperior to her companions in the ſame 
predicament, When the time drew near 
that ſhe was to be put out prentice, ſhe . 
was noticed-by a lady at church, for the 
dignity of her air, and uncommon beauty 
of her perſon. An impreſſion which was 
ſo much improved by an examination of 
her mental qualities, that the lady had her 
articled to herſelf, At firſt ſhe was 


Q3 employed 
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. employed i in the kitchen, in rather an in- 
ferior capacity, but repeated complaints 
having been made, that inſtead of minding 
Her buſineſs below, ſhe was continually 
reading fuch books as ſhe could ſecretly 
procure from above, her maſter examined 
her, and ſhe acquitted herſelf ſo well, that 
he recommended to his wife to take her 
dut of the kitchen, and to retain her about 
her perſon, with which fhe immediately 
\complied, and ſhe was employed in read- 
ing and working for her patroneſe, to 
whoſe diſpoſition ſhe ſo well accuſtomed 
- herſelf, that ſhe ſoon became her favourite 
and confident. The ftrength of her intel- 
ledtual faculties encreaſing, as the flower 
of her beauty expanded, ſhe became the 
odject of honourable; addreſſes to thoſe of 
equal rank, and of iniquitous deſigns to 
ſuch as thought their ſuperiority entitled 
them to treat her with libertine diſreſpect; 
| G2 but 
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but ſhe receided the firſt with a Ready re- 
fuſal, delivered in ſuch grateful terms, 
that they precluded all imputation of un- 
warrantable pride, while ſhe treated the 
latter with the moſt mortifying contempt. 
Her conduct was ſuch, as if ſhe had fore- 
ſeen ſhe was one day to govern him who 
ruled the ſtate, though as yet it was im- 
poſſible to entertain the moſt diſtant idea 
of ſuch an improbable event, while ſhe 
filled all who knew her with admiration 
and eſteem, at a perſeverance for which 
no one could account, and which it is ne- 
ceſſary to explain. ry 


Her maſter was a man of ſtritt probity, 
but though he always was ſo obſervant of 
his duty, as to reſtrain his paſſions within 
due bounds, and never ſuffered himſelf 
to be tranſported into any unjuſtifiable 
excels, yet it was not always is his power 

to 
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to direct them to the proper object, as in 
the preſent caſe; for he was cruelly tor- 
mented by a moſt violent paſſion for my 


miſtreſs ; his ſtruggles. between which, 
and the remonſtrances of the duty and 


gratitude he owed to a wealthy wife, often 
reduced him to ſuch a ſtate of health, as 
bid defiance to the power of medicine, and 
ſeemed to threaten in the end to terminate 
his life ; the rather as his honour forbad 
him to divulge (what he thought was a | 
ſecret) from the object of his flame, a 
circumſtance, the concealment of which 
ated with additional vigour on the anx- 
iety of his mind, eſpecially as there was 
but an uncertain proſpe of his ever being 
at liberty to obtain the ſubject of his 
thoughts, 111 £13 7498 


, My 1 who to the A etsges 


| ſhe e by her advancement to his 
| _ 
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family, added by nature an uncommon 
ſhare of penetration, ſaw through all his 
endeavours to hide the ſecret which un- 
dermined his peace; ſhe knew it before 
he was aware of it himſelf, She alſo knew 
that her miſtreſs had a ſecret complaint, 
(to which none but her phyſician and her- 
ſelf were privy) which in the courſe of a 
very few years would give her an oppor- 
tunity to practiſe on. that heart, which 
ſhe had reaſon to ſuſpect was already more 
than half her own, and obtain an honour- 
able ſettlement for life. The intermedi- 
ate time ſhe ſpent in ſeizing every oppor- 
tunity of improving her mind, ſo as to 
render her worthy of the ſtation to which 
| ſthe' had aſpired. Every thing ſucceeded 
to her wiſh, her miſtreſs died, and on her 
death bed, after thanking her huſband for 
his affectionate behaviour during their 
union, to his great ſurprize told him ſhe 
had 
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had for ſome time been no ſtranger to his 
ſecret attachment to my miſtreſs, - but 


though it was a topic ſhe did not formerly 


chuſe to enter upon, ſhe wiſhed to expreſs 


her ſenſe of what he had ſuffered, through 


the ſecreſy he had preſerved on a ſubjeQ 
which muſtgive her pain to hear of, thro 


the officious voice of ſcandal, and pre- 


| tended friendſhip. She then ſent for my 
miſtreſs, and after. a few minutes conver- 
ſation with her alone, ſne joined their 


bands, and the next "07 ee in their 
arms. 1 li 1 q | $ 


T » 
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e had now attained the height of 
ber ambition, though not of her fortune. 


After a decent period of widow hood, ſhe 
was married to her maſter, who having 
4 _ paſſed a few happy years with her, left her 


the mother of a ſon that made ſo rapid a 


progreſs. at ; court, he by the unlimited 
| : Tegard 
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of his favour, and ruled the empire with 
the ſame unbounded ſway, with which 
my miſtreſs * him. 


„Her cs (to whom about this vericd 
ſhe preſented me) was as firmly connected 
with the heir apparent, as with the ſove- 
reign, by that tie aſſuring to himſelf in 
caſe of his ſucceſſion by his father's death, 


the ſame ſituation i in the ſucceeding as the 
preſent reign, Soon after I came into his | 


poſſeſſion, he inſpired the prince with the 
idea of an exploit, which at the ſame time 
that it filled all Europe with aſtoniſhment, 


was attended with infinite peril. to himſelf. b 


This was to court his miſtreſs in perſon, 
Struck with the novelty and gallantry at- 
tached to ſuch an extraordinary feat, 


Pier of an expedition, diveſted of the 


regard of his prince, became the channel 


and highly delighted with the expected 


. 
i 
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reiterated and diſguſting etiquette of court 
parade, he gave into the deſign with a 
degree of precipitation which ſurpaſſed 
the favourite's hopes, (whoſe political mo- 
tives for ſuggeſting this admirable jaunt, 
I ſball not trouble you with) for which 
he was not a little obliged to me, having 
by the influence of a ſuperior ſpirit, been 


prompted to preſent me to the prince, a 
mode by which our more important tranſi- 
tions are effected, we not having that 
capacity at the option of DTS. 


All obſtacles being overcome, we at 
length ſet out in high glee, exhibiting to 
the world a very unuſual ſpectacle, the 
hereditary ſucceſſor to a Proteſtant ſtate, 


with only three companions in diſguile, 
ſeampering poſt through a foreign coun- 
try, to obtain a previous interview with a 
wan bigat, intended ar his future 


conſort. 
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conſort. Such were the truly diabolical 
efforts of Satan and his compeers, to re- 
eſtabliſh his kingdom upon earth. 


My royal maſter and his companion, 
with their attendants, did not paſs the _ 
limits of their own country without inter- : 
ruption. An embarraſled air of precipi- 
tation and confuſion, of which they could 
not diveſt themſelves, owing to certain 
conſcious apprehenſions ariſing from the 
hazard attending this ſingular excurſion, 
had induced the ſagacious magiſtrates to 
regard them as ſuſpicious perſons, | to 
which their anxiety, occafioned by the 
dubious ſucceſs of what they had under- 
taken, (againſt the advice of the more 
conſiderate nobles of the | privy council) 
and their extreme expedition, not a little 
contributed; and he ſet them down | as 
either flying from the hand of juſtice, on 

R ſome 
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dme unwarrantable purſuit, or going to 
ſome more eligible ſpat;to decide an affair 
of honour, by an ;honourable; duel. In 
conſequence of which meſſieurs Johnſon 
and Smith {under which names they 
aftbrivaidls travelled) were put ner : an 
afreſt. bed : 


5 lo us onride of noi: 

Dif: This was but dad omem at the com- 
mencement of their journey, and the 
favourite was under the neceſſity of mak- 
ing himſelf known before they could get 
their liberty, telling the magiſtrate that he 
was gaing:to review tho fleet, of which he 
was admiral; omitting'to invent any pre- 
tence for concealing his arrival, which in- 
deed on ſo publie an oceaſion would have 
been difficult to find; by this they were 
; involved in further trouble, for the day 
being too far advanced, ſo that they could 
not proceed till the next morning, (it 

| 5 * 
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being in the month of February, froſty with 
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intervals of ſnow, 'and the evenings un- 
favourably dark and cold). the worthy 
magiſtrate not only ſummoned the princi- 
pal perſons in the town to attend him early. 
to compliment his lordſhip, but officiouſly 
ſent off a boat to the fleet, to publiſh his 
arrival ; ſo that inſtead of zrſuing their 
way in ſecreſy and ſilence, the whole town 
was in an uproar ; the magiſtrates in their 
formalities, were at the gate of the inn, 


the garriſon was under arms, th 
fired and the <-> v* be ſeveral "NE 


were landing to receive their orders from 
their chief, It fortunately happened that 
my maſter's perſon was not known to any | 
of thoſe who had ſeen him the day of their, 
arrival, (for as yet they had not thought 
it neceſſary to put on their diſguiſes) but 
as it was next to an impoſſibility that he 
ſhould remain unknown among the great 

R 2 an- 
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concourſe which on this occaſion were 
ſoon collected, he, under pretence of ill- 

neſs, was obliged to keep his room. 


c They were now in an unpleaſant di- | 


4 lemma, and at night they held a conſulta- | 
tion, when they came to a reſolution to ä 
appoint the review to take place the next 
day but oneꝶ that the very next day, at 1 

the time when the lord admiral was at din- 5 


. ner with the corporation, a perſon pro- | 
bvberly pre —_— ſhould come galloping | 
1 : 


through 1 king 8 meſſenger, to 
Fetch him back to the capital, on pun. 


of the greateſt conſequence without delay, 

| that they ſhould immediately ſet out, and 
1 halt at a town about ten leagues off; | 
E whence an expreſs ſhould be ſent to the 
mayor, to fetch him to them, when he | 
ſhould be e let into the ſecret, and prepare 
„ on ann at 7 T8 town for the accommo- 8 
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dation of their | journey with 83 and 
diſpatch the follo wing night; all which 
was carried into execution, and they 
entered it accordingly, and in leſs than an 
hour were on board 2 veſfel and under 
fail; after my maſter had rewarded the 
hs by a magnificent Funn gratifi- 
cation for his diligence to himſelf, and 
complied with an extraordinary requeſt 
which was made to him by his wife. j 


The important ſecret with which he 
hadribeen intruſted, had given him ſuch 
an air of conſequence. when he returned) 
home, to obey” their commands, that his 
wife preſently perceived ſomething extra- 
ordinary was in agitation, nor was ſhe 
ſatisfhed, when on her requeſt to know on 


what account he was ſent for, he ſaid it 


was only ſome repairs: to be made by the. 


R3 was 


water fide, previous to the review, which. 
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a moment's warning. The peor woman 
(their circumſtances not being in a 
flouriſhing ſtate} now conceived an idea 
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was poſtponed till next week, and ſome 
other inſtructions which at their haſty de- 


parture they had forgot, for this might, as 
ſhe obſerved, as well have been communi- 
cated by a letter. | But as ſhe could get 


nothing ſatisfactory from him, and finding 
"My him full of important buſtle, accompanied 
al With myſterious reſerye, ſhe gave inſtruc- 


*/Yons to her ſon to watch his motions, who 
was ſo. diligent in executing her orders, 
that he ſoon diſcovered he bad privately 
hired and manned a veſſel to be ready at 


that he was going to leave her. Having 


once adopted this notion, ſhe importuned 
her huſband ſo inceſſantly with her appre- 
henſions, and reproached him ſo bitterly 


with his ſuppoſed cruelty, in deſerting her 
at ſuch a time, (as ſhe was near lying in) 
. 5 that 
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that after. adminiſtering an-oath of ſecrecy, 
he diſcovered the whole affair, 


No ſooner did ſhe hear that his high- 
neſs would be at their houſe at night, than 
ſhe entertained the moſt extravagant and 
vehement fancy, that at fuch a juncture 
could enter into the head of woman. In 
vain did her huſband repreſent the danger 
of expoſing him to his highneſs's reſent- 
ment for imparting the ſecret to her 
knowledge; that ſo imprudent, abſurd, N 
and diſreſpectful a procceding might be 
the means of fruſtrating all hopes he had 
conceived of the future eſtabliſhment of 
his fortune, by the fayour he might now | 
acquire from the prince, when he ſhould 
hereafter come to be his ſovereign and 
when he flatly denied to indulge her, by 
the communication of her ridiculous 
whim, ſhe fell into ſuch firong byſterics, 
that 
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that he trembled'for the conſequence. On 
her recovery ſhe ſeemed determined to 
obtain at her own deſire what he refuſed 
her to procure; and being more appre- 
henſive of ſuch an abrupt attack upon his 
highneſs, than his own interpoſition, he 
promiſed. her to take a proper opportuni- 
ty of gratilying her wiſh. 


FTheir gueſts being arrived, and e 
in the beſt manner their ſhort notice 


would admit; his worſhip, after expreſſing 
huis ſenſe of the honour they had done 


him, addreſſing my maſter, told him that 
he laboured under the moſt bitter anxiety, 
from which it was alone in his power to 
relieve him before he departed from his 
houfe: he then proceeded to inform 


him that it had been impoſſible to make 


the neceſſary diſpoſitions for his journey 


wen the knowledge of his wife, whoſe 
ſecreſy 
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ſeereſy he could depend on; but that on 
knowing who was to be her gueſt, ſhe had 
a petition to prefer, of ſo extraordinary a 
nature, that he did not dare to mention it, 
unleſs he would graciouſly pleaſe to inſure 
him from his highneſs's diſpleaſure, by an 
anticipating pardon for what he was going 
to relate. He then fell upon his knees, 
and with tears beſought my maſter to have 


compaſſion on his miſerable wife and in- 
nocent offspring yet unborn, concluding 


with an aſſurance that nothing but the 
ſtrong fits which ſhe had endured on his 


ICrulal to iutciuccd in her behalf, could 


have prevailed with him to be guilty of 
ſuch an indecorum, as he feared e in- 
ys him in mee. | 


Aſtoniſhed at this extraordinary ſpeech 


and condutt of the mayor, curioſity and 


pity f uperſeded every other impreſſion, 
. 8 and 
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and he aſſured; him, that if he could with 
the leaſt degree of propriety grant her re- 
queſt, he would comply therewith, but if 
he could not he certainly ſhould pardon 

whatever was amiſs in a petition which 

was preferred with ſuch modeſty, and for 

which the motives of humanity pleaded 

in excuſe, commanding him to ſpeak. 
The mayor, after many reflections on the 
abſurdity of female caprice; then informed 
my maſter that ſhe wiſhed for the honour 
of @ royal ſalute.” A royal ſalute, cried 
the prince, in the greateſt ſurpriſe, (taking 
her in the literal ſenſe) *that is not in my 
power to perform, ſhe muſt apply to the 
commanding officer of the garriſon, but 
do you conſider what a diſturbance will 
enſue on firing one and twenty guns of 
Royal fir,” returned his worſhip, let 
me entreat you will pardon her preſump- 
tion, when I inform you that it is not a 

military 
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military ſalute ſhe deſires, but one your 


highneſs can alone beſtow, in ſhort I fay, 


but do not be offended, ſhe languiſhes for 
the honour of a royal kiſs.” 'Sedate as my 
maſter was by nature and even obſervant 
to preſerve his dignity by due reſerve, it 


was with the utmoſt difficulty he could 


contain his mirth at this rediculous peti- 
tion, urged with ſuch ceremonious grave 


ſolemnity, by his trembling hoſt. With 


the greateſt benignity he deſired that the 


lady mayorels ( who at one counter retailed 


gloves and ſtockings, while her huſband 
at the other dealt in hats) might appear, 


making a genteel apology for his unpolite 
neglect, pleaſed to find that her requeſt 
was of ſuch a nature as not to lay him 
under the neceſſity of mortify ing her with 
a refuſal to beſtow an office on her buſ- 


band, for which he was not fit. 
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i. In the mean-time the lady was ſitting 
1 dreſſed out for the purpoſe, in all the 


trepidation of doubtful expeQancy, to be 
exceeded only by her joy at receiving a 
ſummons to go down, when a difficulty 
occured to her, the idea of which had been 
loſt in the ardour of ſoliciting the fayour ; 
which was, how. ſhe ſhould behave on the 
occaſion, and whether ſhe ſhould kiſs the 
prince, or the prince kiſs her: this toge- 


ther with the awkward light in which ſhe 


was going to appear confounded her fo, 


that before ſhe could arrive at the parlour 


door, ſhe half repented at having brought 
herſelf into ſuch a ſcrape, and could ſcarce 
muſter courage to enter the room; but my 


maſter's pol liteneſs inſtantly relieved her 


anxiety, when not taking the leaſt notice 
of what had paſſed, he took her by the 
hand, and with the greateſt affability ſalut- 


ing her, told her he could not depart 
without 
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without returning her thanks for the 
trouble ſhe had taken on his account, and 
immediately fell into a converſation calcu- 
lated for her to bear a part, ſuch as the 


entertainments of the town, roads, markets, 
&c. till all being ready, he repeated his 


IHE 
»falute, and took his leave; after giving her 
a topic of converſation on which ſhe never 


failed to deſcant, on every opportunity 
for the remainder of her life, affording a 
ſpecial ſubject for the garrulity of age. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


one — More diſaſters. — Royalty in du- 
rance with a ON ee e 4 a 1 8 
Fame i 


"HE lon now procecded un- 
moleſted, till they arrived in the 
territories of a foreign prince, when the 
perpetrators, of a, capital. forgery, on a 
bank in Holland, as it unfortunately bap- 
pened, had been traced by the magiſterial 
terriers, to within a few leagues of where 
the company ſtopped to change horſes ; 
as they travelled poſt, to avoid the obſer. 
vation that the eclat of an equipage would 
have excited on the road. Being then at 
a fault (as the ſportſmen term it) they of 
1 ' courſe proceeded to the next large town, 
for intelligence of their game, and lodged 
at the ſame inn with us. Many ſuſpicious 


$7 | | | : _ Appear — 
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appearances concurring, the whole com- 
pany were apprehended, but by means of 
ſome irreſiſtible arguments, were permitted 
to remain at their lodgings, under a ſuffi. 
cient guard to prevent all poſſibility of 
eſcape. It would have been ealy to have 
procured their enlargement, by an appeal 
to their ambaſſador, to whom the perſons 
of all the party were well known. But 
being a Proteſtant, he was very ill diſpoſed 
towards the ſubject of their exploit, and 
moreover a bitter enemy to the favourite 
himſelf, therefore might poſſibly have con- 
trived to embarraſs the negotiation in ſuch 
a manner, that before they could proceed, 
a recall might have been procured > they 
therefore choſe to remain in durance till 
the arrival of a perſon who was ſent for 
from the bank, to indentify their perſons,. - 
or clear them of the charge, the latter of - 
which was ſoon performed, and as they 

8 2 pro. 
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profeſſed. they were only travelling for 
. amuſement, to be preſent at the approach - 
ing nuptials of a neighbouring prince, they 
were ſuffered to depart, and they continu- 
ed their journey to a city famous for the 
ſtrength « of 1 its fortifications, and ſplendour 


of i its wealth, 


9 Hete while my maſter and the favourite 
were ſtrolling about, the latter unfortu- 
nately took out his pocket book, to make 
a memorandum, while he ſtood on one of 
the principal baſtions of the fort, in con- 
: lequence of which he was arreſted as a ſpy, 
in the very act of drawing a plan of the 
fortifications, and they were both imme- 
| diately putunder a guard, and conducted 
to the priſon of the garriſon, their appear- 
ance not a little conducing to the rough 


treatment they received, their heads be- 


ing nota in black N Wigs, and 
Bs the 


qty 
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the reſt of their apparel ſavouring'ſtrongly 
of diſguiſe and fraud. It was a very pro 
vidential circumſtance that this city be- 
longed'to the government, (being a frontier 


town) the capital of which was to ter- 
minate their journey: they therefore de- 


fired to be conducted to the commanding 


officer, as they had ſome diſcoveries to 
make, which nearly concerned the welfare 
of the ſtate. Being admitted to his pre- 
ſence, they pulled off their diſguiſes, and 
avowed their rank, but received for 
anſwer that he durſt do nothing in a mat- 


ter of ſuch conſequence, without the or- 


ders of the governor, to whom he imme 

diately went, and imparted this e itraordi- 
nary diſcovery. The old general, though 
he had heard a rumour of the intended 
match between my maſter and the princeſs 
royal, was not ſo credulous as to give im- 


10 eredit to a tale ſo improbable, as that 


Thi. of 
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of the prince and favourite in a ſituation 
quite inconſiſtent with their quality, with- 
out further proof; a ſtory, which accord - 
ing to the ſyſtem of his own country's 
arbitrary and pompous conſtitution, ever 
jealous of its dignitorial rights, and the 
general political creed, was almoſt impoſſi- 
ble to be true. On the other hand the 
royal deportment of the prince, when he 
_ reſumed himſelf, and the elegant air of his 
companion, threw him into the utmoſt 
embarraſiment ; while at one time he re- 
garded them as a company of ſharpers of 
the moſt. dangerous caſt, and at another 
was tlaggered by their external appear- 
ance, and the exact account they gave of 
the tranſactions of their own court. He 
therefore wiſely determined to detain them 
beyond all poſſibility of eſcape, and at the 
ſame time, to treat them in ſuch a manner, 
as ſhould exempt him from incuring their 
EM 8 5 reſent 
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reſentment, ſhould they prove to be the 
perſons they pretended ; in the mean- 
time ſending off an expreſs to the capital, 
with an account of the perplexity in which 
he was involved. This, however, did not 
in the leaſt tend to aſcertain the truth, for 
my maſter before he ſet out, had with a 
view of enjoying the pleaſure of agreeable 
furpriſe to the object of his expedition, 
obtained a promiſe from his father, that he 
would not anticipate the news of his ar- 
rival, by any official, or private intima- 
tion of his defign. - The ſuſpicions there- 
fore of the governor were confirmed by 
the anſwer he received, and their confine- | 
ment was rendered more rigorous and | 
cloſe, till ſome ſtep ſhould be taken to 
convict them of their deception. The 
news of this tranſaction prefently ſpread 
over the country, and people of all deno- 
minations flocked to the town, to obtain 

N a ſight 


| 
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a ſight of a knight errant, who had the 

audacity to cover his intentions by aſſum- 

ing the name of the future ſpouſe intended 
for their royal houſe. [6-6 


* The governor had a ls. a lady 
of great beauty and accompliſhments, inſo- 
much that ſhe bad been removed from 
court, that the might not be liable to the 
aſſiduities of the hereditary prince, who. 
had begun to diſtinguiſh her by too appa- 
rent marks of his peculiar regard. She 
had ſeen the princeſs royal, my maſter's. 
intended conſort, who ſhe knew did not 
boaſt of any charms that could attract a 
prince, who had the gallantry to come ſo. 
far, and run ſuch hazards to obtain a pre- 
vious interview with. the partner of his 
crown. On the other band, the very juſtly 
concluded, that he had already evinced a 


5 not to be controled in the 
bit 4 | | elec 
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election of a wife, by mere political re- 
gards. This conſideration was on the pre- 
ſumption that he really was entitled to the 
rank he had aſſumed. She had among her 
women one who had been in that capa- 
city to the lady of the ambaſſador, to the 
prince's court, and had told her miſtreſs 
ſhe thought ſhe could recollect the perſon 
of the prince, as ſhe had got into the gal- 
lery at a maſquerade ball, and ſeen him 
dance a minuet; this woman ſhe ordered 
to go ſee the priſoners, and tell her whether 
he was actually ſo or not, but to let no 
perfon whatever into the reſult of her ſur- 
vey. By ſome confuſion in her ideas, ſhe 
miſtook one of the two gentlemen who 
made up their company for the prince, 
ſhe remembered the favaurite as a gentle- 
man of the court, (he having not then 
ariſen to the important poſt he now filled) 
but of my maſter ſhe had not the leaſt 
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4634 * built a ridiculous project of ſupplanting 
45 her 
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recollection; nor was this to be wondered 
at, as he was ſo metamorphoſed from what 
he was when ſhe ſaw him, that a perſon 
who had never beheld him but once, and 
that at a diſtance when he unmaſked for 
a few minutes, might eaſily be miſtaken, 
There was alſo another reaſon, which 
might contribute to her error, the dreſs 
this gentleman wore by way of diſguiſe, 
was of the ſame colour and ſomewhat of 

the faſhion, with a falſe beard, as his high-. 

neſs had on at the maſquerade : when ſhe 
was ſhewn the perſon who called himſelf 
| the' prince, (my maſter) ſhe concluded 
that for his prefervation , they had conceal- 
ed him under the habit of an attendant, 
white'the attendant perſonated the prince, 
in caſe of accidents they might encounter 
on their road; of all which ſhe made a 
faithful report to her miſtreſs, who thereon 
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her royal Highneſs, and adde with the 
prince. 


© The rooms in which they were con- 
fined were patted from thoſe appropriated 
to her own ule, by a long gallery, and the 
key of the door which opened into it, was 
in the poſſeſſion of an officer entirely de- 
voted to her confidant, who under pre- 
tence of her miſtreſs's deſire to have an 
unobſerved view of theſe extraordinary 
: priſoners, eaſily obtained i it from her lover. 


She now had a proſpect of acting in a 
e which ſhe had long wiſhed to 


perſonate, and be the heroine of a romance | 
with a prince for a lover, and realize one 
of thoſe numerous ſeenes, the peruſal of 
which had almoſt turned her brain, Ac- 
cordingly at night, adorned to the beſt 
advantage, ſhe went with her woman to 
viſit the diſtreſſed knights, and addreſſing 
| | her- 
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herſelf to the gentleman, told him that ſhe 
was no ſtranger to his highneſs's diſguiſe, 
and the motive thereof, © Beho}d,” ſays 
ſhe, the reſemblance of her royal high- 
neſs, how ill qualified to reward the gal- 
lantry of ſuch an illuſtrious prince, (pro- 
_ ducing a picture of the princeſs) enduring 

at this moment ſuch a diſgraceful confine- 
ment, and ſubjected to ſuch diſgraceful 
ſuſpicions for her ſake; from which he may 
quickly be relieved, if he will condeſcend 
to accept as the partner of his flight, her 
who will exert every effort to teſtify her 
ſenſe of the honour ſhe enjoys, to the 


hour of her geben 4 


Amazed as they were at this incom- 
prehenſible flouriſh, the perſon to whom 
it was addreſſed winking to his companion 
as they happened to be all together, made 


her an anſwer which fayoured her miſtake, 
and 
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and entering at once into her character 
and ſtyle, accommodated himſelf ſo per- 
fectly to, her romantic turn, that they 
ſoon came to a proper underſtanding, 
while his companions ſtood aloof, when 
it was agreed, that his imaginary highneſs 
and herſelf ſhonld eſcape with the reſt of 
the company, through her chamber the 

next day but one; that they ſhould then 

part, the lovers one way, and the other 
three priſoners a different road, on horſes 
to be provided for the purpoſe ; then they 
were to make the beſt of their way to a 
place appointed for their rendezvous.” 
The lady then retired, highly delighted at 
the proſpe& of ſo enchanting an adven- 
ture ; the gentlemen, in the meantime, 
though utterly at a loſs to explain how the 
miſtake happened, reſpeQing the perſon 
of the prince, or to what ſortunate event 


to attribute this unexpeQed interpoſition 
T of 
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_ ef the lady i in their favbur, being as much 
| pleaſed with the profpe of their liberty; a 
When as it fell out the evening before 
their intended flight, they were ſaved the 
trouble of any further contrivance for their 
deliver, 555 and the lady the reflection ſhe 
5 TY have incured, by the deſertion from 
- her father's houſe, with perſons who were 
ee accounted impoſters of no com- 
mon ſort, by the arrival of à gentleman 
from coutt, well acquainted with the per- 


ole of the favourite __ en 0d 
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DE — W neee of this every thing Was 
| een ren be nabe of to, palliate 


3 to er en to them now 
only matter of -amuſement, and to drown 
the diſreſpect with which they had, been 
treated, in the public bonours ks be ſhewn. 
them in 88222 town Grough which they 


were 
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were to paſs; and it was with the utmoſt 
difficulty my maſter could prevail, to be 

fulfered to finiſh his journey in the way 

in-which it was begun. The event of the 

treaty with the fatal conſequences of its 
miſcarriage to myſelf have already been 

related ; and from this period you are to 
date the commencement of. thoſe miſeries 
1 experienced i in the different transforma- 

tions I ſuffered, under the appellation af 
Argal ; AS among other indignities when 

we are baniſhed or confined, we are de- 
graded, by the impoſition of a name,which- 
| has ſome relation to the materials Rane 
our 438 1s Road. r 
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40 changes his M after, and enters into the 


_ ſervice Va Pop iſh Prieſt, 4 a8 l 


and . yo 
0 N the rupture of the negotiation, 
for the connubial union between 
the royal parties, my maſter returned, or 
ratlier eſcaped to that kin dom of which 
Be was the undoubted heir; Tr, L to my 
great regret, was left behind for as he 
gave Himſelf little concern, for an orna- 
ment to which he paid no reverence him- 
ſelf, he took a hint of an eccleſialtic, who 


had viſited him by order of his ſuperiors, 


- bs 3 


with f improving any proſpect he 


might ſee, however diſtant, of a change 
in his religious tenets. As he was highly | 
entertaining in his converſation, and a 
moſt agreeable enen his highneſs 
CIALLY | | N before 
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before his departure, made him ſeveral 
preſents, and among the: reſt, the ſacred 
filver emblem in which I was incloſed, . 


having greatly admired the beauty of the 
workmanſhip; and expreſſed a veneration . 
for it, as ſanCtified:. by. its: conſecration 
ay Popes DISIO hen e t 


1814. 


=, The holy father, on his return to o the : 
conmmat. ſpent ſome time in contemplating 
the ſeyeral articles of bis highneſs' $ muni=- 
ficence, with which he ſeemed greatly 
pleaſed, ul he was interrupted by the 
arrival of a young lady of exquilite beauty, 
named Donna Tereſa, of about ſixteen 
years of age : having ſeated himſelf in the 
confeſſional chair, where be exerciſed his . 
holy function, he began to reduce his 
features to a degree of ſerenity faitable to 
the occaſion ; but much as they were aft. 


his command, r could ny" perceive it 
3 8 41 1 was 5 


mo ARAL. ok rus © 


was with the utmoſt difficulty he could 
aſſume that degree of auſterit 7 with which 


he was peculiarly happy in impreſſing 
thoſe who had choſen him for their ſpi- 


ritual director, with reverential awe. 
While nothing but the extreme ſimplicity, 
innate modeſty, and blind veneration for 
her libidinous guide, could, have prevented 
her from being alarmed at the laſcivious 
looks of this execrable wretch. Have 
vou conſidered,” he began, (while his 
| wanton eyes gloated c on her downcaſt face, 
as ſhe knelt before bim, in all the anxiety 
of expected denunciation of vengeance for 

acknowledged ſin). © have you conſidered 
ol the heinous, crime of which you have 
been guilty. Have you ſulliciently recol- 
_ tecged that at the very inſtant | you was 
proſtrate at the ſhrine of the holy virgin, 
you ſuffered your ſpiritual de votions to be 
n. on, and diapolicall y OM 


by 
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by worldly wanderings, and carnal 
thoughts; and ſuch was the power of 
Satan, into whoſe poſſeſſion you ſeem to 
have precipitated yourſelf, that the image 
of Don Ferdinand, (no doybt a phantom 
raiſed by the ſuggeſtions of the devil) 
averted your attention, and ſtepped before 
that holy reſemblance which ſhould alone 
have occupied your thoughts ? Have you 
conſidered, 1 fay, (raiſing his voice and 
aſſuming a look which had almoſt thrown 
her into fits) have you a proper ſenſe of 
the dreadful ſtate in which you are involv- 
ed, and of the means by which you can 
make attonement to offended heaven; | 
which as 1 before exhorted you, is the 
dedication of thoſe fatal charms of your ' 
perſon, the unhappy cauſe of your ſins, 
fo pernicious to your ſoul, to chat power 
whom you. A ſo grolly | leandaſifed Fo, 


ng 8 
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It was not directly that his penitent 
Would recollect herſelf ſufficiently, to an- 
ſwer this ſevere expoſtulation, the terror 
into which he had thrown, her having for 
a fer minutes deprived her of all power 
of atterance.. At length the tears ſtream- 
ing from her eyes, and her beautiful boſom 
heaving violently; with the agitation of her 
mind, Alas, holy father, replied Donna | 
Tereſa, *moſt.gladly would I dedicate. the 
remainder, of my liſe to heaven; moſt. joy- 
fully- would L ſeclude, my ſelf from the 
enjoyments of the world, and by ſuch a 
renunciation of all my brighteſt ſublunary 
proſpeRs, expiate my vile offence, of 


ASS 


JN BE entertain eps moſt excruciating 
| 1 1 n the ſacred 1 2 how can 
I renpunce-the world. and call my maker 
to witneſs to. a lye, while {tyl my ſoul is 


r with Ferdinand and love? Oh, holy 
father, 


14 
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father,” continued ſhe, claſping her hands, 
and turning up her ſtreaming eyes in peni- 
tential agony, mingled with defpair, for- 
give, forgive this involuntary crime, and 
guide me in the dreadful crifis ; teach me 
to obtain remiſſion of my fins, 1 nor yet in- 


11990 


Hardened as 9 was in ſcenes 
of this nature, his callous heart was for a 
moment touched by the affecting attitude 
and pathetie language of Tereſa, in which 
he was addreſſed, and I could eafily per- 
ceive he Was embarraſſed; another reaſon 
of which L was not then appriſed, and 
Which to my utter aftoniſhment, he ſoon 
diſcloſed to my preception, though tha 
extrerue innocence of his penitent unhap- 
pily precluded her from the knowledge of 
the truth until it was too late. When he 
had enjoined her as à penauce, the 
5 dedi- 
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 dedicatinh. of cher. beauty, to the holy vir- 
in, he by no means wiſhed her to take 
the veil, and be a nun. She could not 
have taken a ſtep. more averſe. to. his 


wiſhes, or more detrimental to his i iniqui- 
tous deſigns; 7 be ſides he knew he had an 


attachment, which \militated_ againſt ſuch | 
an expedient mT powerfully, had it been 
ever ſo conſonant; to his deſires, though 
3 indeed he) might poſſibly have contrived 
d have; made it ſubſervient thereto in 
= ſotne degree : but ſhe was the only child 
of Don Pedro D' Aguilar, of an illuſtrious 
houſe, the heireſs of an immenſe fortune, 
And contracted to Don Ferdinand de 
Peortecarero, the only fon of a: Spaniſh 
grandee; their attachment was mutual, 
and the marriage had only been deferred 
on account of the youth of the parties, 
the father of Ferdinand chuſing his ſon 


mould attsin hig t wentieth ga before he 
| ſeltled. 
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ſettled 3 in the world ; it would have been 
ſolemitized in due time, ſeeming to be 
| attended with every concomitant circum-. 
ſtance, prognofticating felicity to all par- 
ties, directly or relatively concerned. 
We ſhall ſoon ſee in the developement 
of contrivances, deviſed by this worthy 
member of the holy Catholic church, how 
all their expectations were fruſtrated, and 
the execution of his infernal plots ended, 
in the conſequent deſtruction of the peace 
and happineſs of two of the nobleſt and 
moſt illuſtrious families in Spain. 


[a8 Perplexed by the interpretation his 
penitent had put on the nature of the 
penance he had enjoined, he meditated 
in what manner to render it ſubſervient to 
his abandoned ſcheme. * Daughter,” ſays. 
he, ſoftening his tone, be comforted, 

| let 
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let me ſee you again tomorrow, in the 
meantime 1 will think of ſome mode of 
atonement that may entitle you to an ab. 
ſolution I ſhall beſtow with the ſame ſatis- 
faction you will experience to receive.” 


* 


